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ADVERTISEMENT. 



A DESIRE of correcting 
minute errors in the treatment of 
Ulcers, and of drawing the atten- 
tion of medical men to the consi- 
deration of facts of much relative 
importance to the subject, is the 
only motive for the following ob- 
servations, which pretend less to 
enlarge the boundaries of Chi- 
rurgical knowledge than to furnish 
the young practitioner with useful 
reflections. 
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VHJ ADVERTISEMENT. 

Where, as unhappily is the 
case in the treatment of Ulcers, 
no uniform theory can direcl: us in 
our endeavours, every hint must 
have its value ; and the knowledge 
of what is to be preferred, and what 
is to be avoided, must consequently 
become an obje6t of no small im- 
portance. 

If the author has attempted 
this in a way that is impej&ft or 
inadequate, or has become* Job- 
scure where he intended only to 
be brief, he must plead in ex- 
cuse, his frequent and unavoidable 
professional interruptions. Whe- 
ther this plea be admissible or not, 
and whether the defective and 
loose state in which his ideas have 
been thrown together, may meet 
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with the indulgence he is sensible 
they require, will depend on the 
great degree of candour and libe- 
rality which thofe who may honor 

« 

him with a perusal may be dis- 
posed to exercise. Prompted 

merely by a wish of becoming use- 
ful to those who may not have had 
opportunities equal with himself of 
ascertaining in what manner the 
cure of Ulcers may be best ef- 
fected, he cannot but hope, that 
even the most fastidious reader will 
on this ground at least approve of 
his intention. 
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PRACTICAL REMARKS, 



PART I. 



Of those Ulcers, which may exist independent of 
any affeSion of the system. 

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

T^TOTWITHSTANDING the ingenuity 
^ with which the fubjedt of the following 
pages has been treated by various authors, it 
is one which is fo befet with difficulties, and liable 
to fo much incertitude, that few pradlitioners are 
difpofed to acknowledge themfelves indebted to 
anything but experience even for the imperfedt 
degree of fuccefs with which they are enabled 
to treat the different fpecies of ulcers at prefent. 
This being the cafe, it is not to be fuppofed, 
s 



& Preliminary Observations. 

that they entertain any very decided veneration 
for fyftems * and theories, however nice in point 
of arrangement, or admirable in their adaptation 
to fymptoms and appearances. A more wel- 
come, and, I truft, a more ufeful talk, at lead, 
to the young pradtitioner, will be that of commu- 
nicating, with little attention to order or hypo- 
thefis, what fadts and obfervation have taught me, 
in a fituation where the opportunities of remark 
have been abundant,, arid where the impediments 
to a regular treatment have been of courfe lefs 
frequent than ufually occur in private pradtice. 

It is, perhaps, a fufficient definition of an 
ulcer, to fay, that it is a solution of continuity in 
any of the soft parts of the body, accompanied with 
loss of substance j and a discharge of ill-conditioned 
pus, ichor* sanies, sordes, or any kind of vitiated 
fluid* 

Of the divifion of ulcers, as fuggefted by 
modern writers, there is none more worthy of 
our adoption than that very general one of local 
and constitutional; the former exifting merely in 
confequence of fome external exciting caufe 
being continued, and counteracting the efforts of 
nature to remedy the evil $ the latter arifing from, 



Preliminary Observations, 3 

or at leaft, being prolongftl by, fome conftituti- 
onal affeftion. A common wound, degenerated 
from its original fimple, healthy ftate, into an 
habitual, complicated, morbid one, furniflies an 
example of the former kind ; and that fpecies of 
ulcer, called fcrofulous, which arifes fpontane- 
oufly, and is curable only by remedies that aft on 
the fyftem, may be citeci as an inftaiifce of the 
Tatter. 

The local ulcer, exiftiri^on any other part of 
die body except the legs, is far from being un- 
manageable, or difficult of cure. It, in faft, re* 
quires nothing but a daily renewal of fome kind 
of fimple drefling, lefs with the pofitive intention 
of promoting the reiteration of the part, than 
with the negative one of preventing ailMfhpedi- 
ment to the fklutary operations of nature. But 
the ulcer of the lower extremity, is the formidable 
difeafe with which wie have to contend. It is this 
which is, perhaps, the moft frequent of any chi- 
rurgical complaint, which too often baffles ' the 
cxercife of our art, and which, when cured, very 
cbmmonly returns $ infomuch, that the ulcer of 
the leg may, » without any great violation of pro- 
priety, be confidfcf ed as a difeafe sui generis. 
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4 Preliminary Observations. 

It has employed tjpe conjedVures of many in 
genious men, to aflign caufes for the frequency, 
as well as the obftinacy, of this complaint. — 
Many may, undoubtedly, concur, fome too 
which are unknown; for of caufes we know 
lit$e* 

Mr. Underwood attempts to folve the diffi- 
culty, by calling our attention, firft, to the natu- 
ral languid ftate of the circulation in parts fituated 
at fuch a diftance from the heart; by which, the 
vital energy in them being diminilhed, the heal- 
ing powers that depend upon it, muft alfo, of con- 
fequence, be weakened. Secondly, he confiders 
as a material impediment to the fuccefs of our 
treatment, the natural ftrufture of the parts, 
which dttft much of tendinous and ligamentous 
fubftan^^poflefling a fmall fhare of irritability, 
aiftl not eafily excited to that degree of healthy 
aftion which the cafe requires. 

But it has been aflerted by fome, and impli- 
citly believed by many, that, admitting it were 
more prafticable than it really is, to heal an old 
ulcer of the leg, the pradtice is not a safe one.— 
Let us flop here to confider this opinion. 
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It is undoubtedly true, in point of fa£t, that 

perfbns, who have for many years laboured under 
this difeafe, and efpecially at an advanced period 
of life, have fuffered confiderable inconvenience 
from the healing of an ulcer. We are forbidden 
by modern theory to fuppofe, that the ulcer, in 
the time of its exiftence, drained the conftitution 

.. W ft 

of fomething that h^d a morbid tendency, and rer 

• 

quired an outlet : yet, that muft either have been 
the cafe, or we muft admit, that the folids under- 
went a peculiar and, salutary a of ion whilft the ulcer 
cxifted, which the conftitution would not confent 
to be deprived of, However this be, certain it 
is, that when a large and long exifting ulcer has 
been brought nearly to the point of healing, or 
become a&ually healed, it is not ygy uncom- 
mon for the patient to be attackec|Qph febrile 
fymptoms, or with fome affcftion of the ftomach 
or bowels, during -the :etfr{tence of which, the 
ulc^r has fhewp a difpbfition to enlarge. Some 
old perlbns have even, it is faid, become paraly- 
tic under the like circumftances. 

Experience, however, has fhewn, that whe • 
ther thefe mifchicvous effedts arife or not after the 
Jiealing of an old ulcer, they arife, at lead, ip 
very few inftanccs$ fo few, indeed, as by no 
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6 Preliminary Observations. 

means to impugn whft is now a pretty general 
pra&ice, to heal the ulcer whenever it is possible ', 
without attending to what may be the cones- 
quence*. 

But, indeed, whenever thefe inconveniencies 
do occur, they are, in moft inftances, capable of 
being done away by venefe&ion, by the admini- 
ftration of emetics, faline pr draftic purgatives, or 
the bark -, or, in forpe cafes, by a blifter applied 
to a diftant part. 

On the firft occurrence of unfavourable 
fymptoips, or before they have taken place, the 
common, and certainly a good preventative re- 
medy, is the opening an iffue, on the infide, and 
immediately below, the knee of the difeafed ex- 
tremity. ,trais, in a great mcafure, fupplies a 
' fubftitute for that fort of aBion> or that sort of 
drain* to which the patient's conftitution has been 
familiar, and the ulcer, in many inftances, will 
remain permanently healed. 

Whilft we are on this fubjeft, it may not be 
improper to mention an inftance, adduced by a 

* The late Mr. J«uftamond,an eminent letturerand prac- 
titioner in London, has declared, that he never knew the heal- 
ing of an ulcer fatal, except in one inftance. 
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late eminent pra&itiotier, of an ulcer in the leg, 
caufed by the imprudent fuppreffion of an habi- 
tual perfpirdtioh in the foles of the feet. The 
ulcer, after having fubfifted ten years, was 
healed by the perfpiration of the feet being 
brought on again 5 and a relapfe was alfo pre- 
vented, by the ufe of a flocking made of the 
common filk oil-fkin. 

That a languid degree of circulation is 
among the principal caufes of the ulcer of the 
leg is farther confirmed by the well-known faft, 
— ~that women, who are more debilitated than 
men, are more liable than the latter to this 
troublefome difeafe. Another proof is* the fre- 
quency of the difeafe in the lower clafs of 
people, who, from the fcantinefs of their food, 
are not fufficiently nouriihcd. On their coming 
into an Rofpital, where they enjoy a better and 
more nourifhing diet, it is remarkable, how 
foon an advantageous change takes place in 
the ulcer, which heals, and would perhaps re- 
main cured, but that, on returning once more 
to their ufual way of living, they become fub- 
jedl to a renewal of the complaint. 
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$ Preliminary Observations. 

In treating on ulcerated legs, moft writers 
require an attention to the following circurrw 
ftances: — ift, abfolute reft, and an horizontal 
pofition of the limb ; adly, the proper choice of 
internal remedies $ 3dly, the application of a band- 
age ; 4thly, the proper choice of topics to the ul- 
cer. Of thefe we fhall now proceed to fpeak 
yearly in ;he order in which they ftand. 



Rest, and an Horizontal Posture. 



§ i . Of rest, and the necessity of an horizontal 

position of this leg. 

When an ulcer is formed on the leg, 
and the part is in an irritable and inflamed 
ftate, it is very natural to fuppofe, that motion 
muft tend greatly to augment the mifchiefj 
and that it aftually does fo, we have repeated 
and melancholy proofs, amongft the labouring 
poor, who cannot poflibly find thofe opportu- 
nities of remaining at reft that their unfortunate 
cafes require. This it is, joined to the caufes of 
debility already enumerated, and we may add, the 
too prevalent ufe of Ipirituous liquors, that occa- 
fions the moft inconfiderable lofs of fkin, perhaps, 
to degenerate into an ulcer of the moft: formida- 
ble kind. 

If luch then be the effects of exercife on an 
ulcer, it would feem, a priori, that reft muft be 
indifpenfably neceflary in attempting its cure. — 
But fome writers, neverthelefs, have advanced a 
contrary opinion, and one in particular*, not only 
denies the neceflity of abfolute reft, and an hori- 

* See Underwood on Ulcers. 
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1 2 Internal Remedies. 

beyond tjie virtues of a tonic, can juftly be attri- 
buted to the bark. 

It is now a confiderable time fince pra&ition- 
er$ have proved, by very full and repeated trials, 
the total inefficacy of fome other internal reme- 
dies, which it was the fafhion of the day to extol. 
Among thefe particularly was nitre j pufhed, as 
it were, into vogue by bold aflertions in its behalf 
and fupported in its pretentions to infallibility 
by the apparently secondary aid of a bandage, 
which, no doubt, had an honeft and exclufive 
claim to the meritorious charadter attempted, for 
obvious reafQns, to be attached to its companion. 

Little more than this can be faid in favour of 
an internal remedy, ufhered into pra&ice with 
ftill greater formality than the preceding, and 
with favourable atteftations even from men of 
high reputation in the profeflion, to wit, hem- 
lock. Whatever we may be inclined to grant to 
this remedy, when employed in the treatment of 
ulcers manifeftly depending on a particular (late 
of the conftitution, we can, by no means, allow it 
any importance in the treatment of an ulcer 
merely local in its nature. It may, indeed, by 
lefiening the irritability of the whole fyftem. 
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ameliorate the ftate of the ulcer in that finglc 
particular ; yet, even that effed muft be trivial 
when obtained by fo circuitous a channel, and 
may be more advantageoufly attempted in the 
way of a topic, in which, indeed, it is entitled to 
fome fhare of approbation, as we lhall have oc- 
cafion to mention hereafter. 

It is almoft fuperfluous to dwell on this fub- 
jeft ? fince, certainly, we are poflefled of few, if 
any, internal remedies, that are efficacious in the 
kind of ulcer of which we are now treating. Yet, 
if fadts, not reconcileable to any exifting theory, 
poffefs any value, we may venture to mention the 
internal ufe of the by drar gyrus muriatus, a re- 
medy which, in fome inftances, has certainly been 
of fervice, and efpecially when adminiftered at 
the fame time with the Peruvian bark. 

There is another internal remedy, indeed, 
which applies to thofe ulcers common in the legs 
of women, whofe menftrual evacuations have 
been fufpended j and that is iron. This, it muft 
be confefled, is not merely ufeful, but indifpen- 
fably neceffary; as tending to remove the appa- 
rent caufe of the ulcer, which, in general, cannot 
be cured till the menftrual evacuations are re- 



1 6 Constitutional Complaints. 

Where we have to contend with inflamma- 
tion, indeed, we well know the propriety of 
ufing diluents, and avoiding animal food, and 
ftimulants of every defcription ; and where de- 
bility prevails, we can decide, with equal faci- 
lity, on the impropriety of a low regimen :— 
beyond this our obfervations degenerate into 
mere trifling ; and we ufelefsly deprive our pa- 
tients of many uninjurious gratifications of the 
appetite by the reftraints we impofe. 



§ 3* Of the constitutional complaints which some- 
times accompany simple ulcers on the legs. 

It fometimes happens, that patients who 
have ulcerated legs, are at the fame time trou- 
bled with phthifical fymptoms, as a cough, 
night-fweats, and heftic paroxifms. 

In thefe cafes, however the ftate of the ulcer 
may feem to demand invigorating remedies, and 
a generous diet, we muft be extremely circum- 
fpeft in our ufe of ftimulants, either in the form 
of aliment or medicine. Iron, it is probable, 
will be improper, fince the irritability is greatly 
increafed in fuch patients. So, indeed, will 
ftimuli of almoft every defcription ; and even 
the bark, which is too apt to increafe affe&ions 



Constitutional Complaints. 17 

of the cheft, will require to be employed with 
the utmoft circumfpe&ion. 

In a cafe of this fort, however, we may very 
properly give gentle emetics, repeated at proper 
intervals, and followed by warm purgatives. — » 
As the ftomach never fails to be a good deal af- 
fe&ed, the former are attended with the bed 
confequences; and will, in general, fo far remove 
the cough, as to enable us to adminifter with 
fafety fome weak preparation of the bark, with 
the vitriolic acid, to abate the night fweats* 

Country air is, above all things, material ; for 
it is, in general, the want of a pure atmoiphere 
that fo commonly occafions heftic fymptoms in 
patients fituated in crowded hofpitals and 
wofkhoufes. In fuch, where the general health 
is much impaired, ulcers, however carefully at- 
tended to, either remain ftationary, or become 
worfe j (b neceflary is it, to enfure any degree of 
fuccels in their treatment, that the patient fhould 
have, at leaft, a tolerable ftiare of conftitutional 
energy. 
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§ 4. Of Topical Remedies in general* 

With regard to topical applications for 
common ulcers, it is impoffible to lay down any 
certain rules for the fele£tion of them. The filr- 
geoii who imagines he can cure all ulcers by a 
dreffing of one particular kind, or by any particu- 
lar manner of applying it, will find himfelf 
fcgregioufly miftaken. 

In treating an ulcer with topical remedies, 
we fhould have two intentions in view: — ift. 
Whatever be the condition in which we find an 
ulcer, to bring it into fuch^ ftate as (hall difpofe 
it to heal. sdly. To heal or cicatrize it per- 
manently. 

In purfuing the firft intention, we fhall find 
ourfelves occafionally very much at a lofs. In a 
great many cafes, it will be found neceffary to 
deftroy the old furface of the ulcer, and to expofe 
a new one ; and, it is with this view, that an 
author, who has profefiedly written on the fub- 
je£t, and, before him, the excellent Wifeman, 
have recommended filling up the fore with red 
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nitrated quickfilver*, and repeating this procefs 
till a clean and healthy furface is exhibited. 

Where the ulcer is of an inconfiderable fize, 
this pradtice, no doubt, is to be commended * 
but, in very large ulcers, or fuch as extend over 
the greater part of the leg, of which we fee many 
inftances, this plan cannot be purfued. 

Patients of the poorer clafs, amohgft whom, 
unhappily, ulcers of the legs are rnoft prevalent, 
having no leifure to attend to the means necef- 
fary for their cure, ufually have their fores in a 
filthy and putrid ftate. This it is obvioufly ne- 
ceffary to remedy, by foaking and wafhing the 
parts in warm water j by the application of lint 
once a day, or oftener, according to the quantity 
_of difcharge ; and by a conftant renewal of the 
~ cloths and bandages. 

• The author alluded to is Mr. Underwood ; who cef * 
tainly has a fair claim to the merit of having revived the favor- 
ite p raft ice of Wifeman, in the application of red precipitate to 
ulcers ; and alfo that of uniform pre (lure over the whole of the 
limb. Wifeman, however, preferred a laced Hocking to a ban- 
dage, and certainly, where the application of preflure is to be 
made by the patient himfelf, a laced flocking is more likely to 
anfwer the end, becaufe lefs likely to be put on improperly 
than a bandage ; though, in the hands of a furgeon, the cafe 
may, perhaps, be other wife. 

C % 



ft© Topical Remedies. 

Cleaftlinefs is one among the mod import- 
ant advantages of fomenting ulcers -, though, in 
this form, it is certain many topics may be ap- 
plied in a curative point of view. Where an 
ulcer is inflamed, we may apply emollients j 
where it is in an irritable ftate, we may ufe {&• 
datives, as a fomentation of poppies j where it is 
putrid, we may ufe deeodtions which have a ten- 
dency to refift putrefaftion -, and where an ulcer 
is of the languid defcription, we can apply ftimu- 
lants* Warm fomentations have a good effe6t> 
not on the ulcer alone, but likewifc on the fur- 
rounding parts which are foftened and relaxed, 
and the circulation promoted through the thick 
and callous edges which ufually encompafs thofe 
ulcers that have exifted long. But, on the other 
hand, there are inftances where this relaxing ef- 
fect is difadvantageous, as where the ulcer is dif* 
pofed to fungate, and its furface appears rather 
redundant, and of a loofe texture. Thefe, it is 
highly neceffary that the furgeon fhould diftin- 
guifh -, fince fuch will, probably, be more bene- 
fited by applying cold water than hot. 

Another thing that ought, perhaps, to be re- 
garded, is the degree of heat which is moft fuit- 
able to the defign of a fomentation. Though 
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this circumftance is not attended to, but the 
j)ra£tice too commonly followed is that of apply- 
ing it as hot as the patient can bear, the defcrip- 
tion of ulcer of which we laft fpoke, and, no 
^3oubt, many others, cannot but be moft materi- 
ally injured by fuch a kind of application. It is 
robable too, that the irritable ulcer would be 
articularly liable to fuffer by it, for the degree 
f heat, adting as a violent ftimulant, muft, of 
crourfe, be difadvantageous where every thing 
stimulating is contra- indicated. It is not necef* 
fary to. dlwell* indeed, on this ■ fubj^ft, fince the 
b^re mention of it will be fufficient to put the 
rgeon on his guard, and to induce him to cau- 
thofe to whofe management this part of the 
treatment of an ulcer belongs, to aft only as ck- 
mllances require. 



By the fame rule which directs us in the 
ctxoice of the materials for a fomentation Ihould 
we be jguided alfo in dire&ing the ingredients for a 
$&2*ltice\ which is another very material agent in 
tke treatment of ulcers. Where the intention is 
that pf a fimple emollient, a bread and water 
poxjlti cej with a little linfeed meal, is fufficient. — 
W^Jiere irritability is to be diminifhed, a poultice* 
prepared with the decoftions of poppies, or of 
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hemlock, with bread and linfeed, is the mod eli- 
gible. — Where ftimulants are wanting, we have 
the cataplafma cumini, and other fimilar remedies 
in abundance ; and fo on, as the judgment of the 
furgeon will moft naturally di&ate*. One thing, 
however, is to be obferved, that thefe fomenta- 
tions and poultices, though evidendy ufeful on 
their firft application to ulcers, fhould not be 
continued too long. When once the effe& of 
relieving the pain of the. ulcer, and cleanfing it, 
is obtained, unlefs their farther continuance be 
plainly indicated, they muft be left, off* for, if 
continued longer than is requifite, they either 
bring on debility, or increafe it if already exift- 
ing, and ultimately impede the cure. If, after 
the ufe of them, the fore fhould appear florid, and 
full of healthy granulations, nothing more will 
be neceflary, perhaps, to complete the cure, than 
a flight inadlive fuperficial dreffing, and the ufe 
of a bandage. In the courfe of the treatment, we 
need never be anxious to wipe the furface of the 
fore, particularly if the difcharge it yields be of a 
favorable kind; but care fhould, neverthelefs, 

# I do not think it neceflary hereto point out the particu- 
lar manner in which fomentations and poultices are to be pre- 
pared. For that, it is fufficient to refer the reader to the. Phar- 
macopeia Cbirurgica, a work which includes every formula of 
tills fort than can be defired. 
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be taken to keep the healing edges perfe&ty 
clean. A white fcurf, or cruft, ufually accumu- 
lates round thefe edges, which is formed of the 
coagulable lymph of the blood. This, if left to 
itfel£ will form layer upon layer, till a callous 
edge is produced, and immediately ujider it a 
hollow kind of ulcer. 

To avoid theft confequences, v^e jhould 
every day carefully, yet with as little force as pof- 
fible,. fcrape off this white matter, either with a 
fpatula, a probe, or fome fuch inftrqment; being 
cautious in fo doing, not to injure the tender fkin 
which we fee advancing Qver the granulations. 

To an ulcer which makes this favourable 
fort of progrefs, it is by no means neceflary, or 
proper, to ufe any topic poffelfing a&ive proper- 
ties. Where healthy granulations fpontarieoufty 
appear, and fill up the cavity of th^ ulcer, no" Ha- 
mulus can be wanting, or would be proper •, and 
where, after that is accomplifhed, the fkin is feen 
to advance gradually over the furface, no appli- 
cation can be neceflary but a layer of dry lint, 
fhaped nicely to the dimenfions of the granula- 
ting furface, to abforb the difcharge, and an outer 
<jrefling of fome fimple ointment, to prevent its 
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edges from adhering when a renewal of the 
dreffings becomes neceflary. 

It may not be amifs to confider, in this place, 
what are the circumftances which ought to guide 
us in determining at what particular periods $he 
dreffing of an ulcer requires to be repeated. The 
cuftoms of furgery have, in fome degree, decided 
this point in favour of tht repetition of frefh 
dreffings once a day, and in fome cafes twice ; 
but fcarcely ever has it been the praftice to renew 
them oftener. The greater, or lefs frequency of 
the furgeon's vifits have, indeed, had fome influ- 
ence in this relpe£t s and the patient not uncom- 
monly confents to fuffer fome hours of ineonve- 
nience rather than take off his dreffings at any 
other movement. That this rule has both its 
advantages and difadvantages is extremely ob- 
vious ; but let us enquire how far a general rule 
may be put in praftice, with regard to the re- 
newal of our applications to an ulcer. 

« 

There is fcarcely any inftance, in which an 
ulcer, however healthily dilpofed, will not after 
long remaining undrefled become more or lefs 
uneafy. The matter difcharged, though of 3 
quality the mod favorable that can be wifhed, 
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will acquireirritatingqualities barely from the cir- 
cumftance of its being pent up. The natural heat 
of the part difpofes it to putrefa&ion, or fome 
fpontaneous chemical change, by which It be- 
comes capable of ailing on the ulcer that pro- 
duced it, greatly, perhaps, to its injury. In 
fuch a cafe, it is likely that every ill confe- 
quence would be obviated by renewing our 
applications at the cuftomary periods; but, 
where an ulcer is fo large as to yield a good 
deal of pus ; or where, whether large or fmaD, 
its difcharges are thin, offenfive, and irritating, 
the inconvenience of retaining the dreffings for 
too many hours together cannot fail of being 
confiderable. 

Perhaps there is no furer guide to direft us 
in thefe refpe&s, than that obvious one, of the 
patient's own feelings ; at lealt it is certain, that 
the operations of nature are not to be calculated 
by the movements of the clock. An ulcer 
healthily difpofed not only forbids our interfer- 
ence, but univerfally refents it when prematurely 
exercifed. The patient's feelings cannot in that 
cafe be called in queftion, as a juft indication 
of the time when our applications fhould be re- 
newed. An uneafy difpofition in the part, tells us 
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what we fhould do, and till this happens, it is 
plain we ought to do nothing. 

This queftion, however, applies to every de- 
scription of ulcer ; but there may be lome, where 
the pain is of neceffity brought on by the reme- 
dies applied, or is an exifting, and perhaps, un- 
remitting fymptom, connedted with the ulcer 
itfelf. Under fuch circumftances, we are war- 
ranted in forming a judgment for ourfelves as to 
the proper periods when frefh drefllngs fhould be 
applied* If the patient has an interval of eafe, 
it Jhould, by no means, be interrupted j for there 
is no affiftance which we can afford that will 
compenfate for our officioufnefs at an improper 
moment. 

For the moft part, where there is much pain 
and irritation, there is a proportionate quantity of 
difcharge, and where that is the cafe, the nature 
of our dre (lings fhould either be fuch as to abforb 
the fluids as faft as they are formed, or the re- 
newal of frefh dreffings mud be more frequent. 

It is ncceffary, in fad, that the dt effing for an 
ulcer, particularly a large one, fhould be pervious 
to the matter difcharged from it. Far, this 
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reafon, there is no outer dreffing that can be 
ufed more proper than towej although, in the 
praftice of fome furgeons, it may appear, and 
certainly is, more coarfe and inelegant than lint. 
It has, neverthelefs,- the advantage of letting out 
the difcharge more readily than the latter, and of 
. fuffering it to pafs into the cloths which furround 
the limb, which may be eafily renewed when 
fielh dreffing is not advifeable. 

Every furgeon mull have had occafion to 
remark the importance of giving the difcharge 
from an ulcer a free paffage. Nothing, indeed, 
is more common, than to fee an ulcer converted 
into a fort of ifiue, by the praftice of confining 
the difcharge j which is commonly done, firft, 
by applying an outward dreffing which is imper- 
vious, and fccondly, by binding this fo firmly on, 
that the matter can have no outlet, but muft aft 
upon the fore in the fame way as a pea does in 
an iflue; with this difference, indeed, that on 
every renewal of the dreffing, the fore muft be- 
come larger and larger, whilft, in the other cafe, 
it is co/ifined to certain dimensions. Outer 
dreffings of linen rag, Ipread with any tenacious 
falve or ointment, are particularly exceptionable 
in this view ; the matter, indeed, which cannot 
find its way through the pores of the linen, at- 
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tempts to force itfelf between the pkiftcr and the 
fkin, but when a bandage is employed at the fame 
time, its efcape, even by this means, is prevented^ 
and thofe confequences take place of which I 
have juft now made mention. 

The foregoing circumftances evince that the » 
manner bow is not lefs important than thz.time 
when our medicinal remedies Ihonld be applied 
to ulcers ; and what we fhall now mention, will 
be a further confirmation of this. The general 
treatment of, thefe is, perhaps, in nothing more 
defective than in refpeft to the fmall degree of 
care and attention employed in adjufting the dif- 
ferent applications nicely, and with a mechanical 
fort of exaftnefs, to the dileafed part, without 
which the beft qhofen remedies will be found to 
anfwer no great purpofe. In fadt, there may re- 
fult from an error in this refpeft, effefts pofitively 
injurious, fince it commonly happens, that differ- 
ent remedies are required to different parts of the 
fame ulcer, and if thefe are not nicely accommo- 
dated to the fituations for which they are deftined, 
very effential mifchief majr be produced 

But if it be of confequence to avoid a flovenly 
treatment in thefe refpefts, ft ill more is it of im- 
portance to attend minutely to the mode of ap- 
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plying the bandage, which, though an admirable 
remedy in judicious and careful hands, is often 
the caufe of confiderable mifchief to ulcers. 

The preffure applied to the leg, (hould be 
extended over the whole of its furface, and (hould 
like wife be equable in every part. If a bandage 
be fo applied that it fhall ftrongly bind the limb 
in one part, and not fo in another, the confe- 
quence muft be, that the blood will be unequally 
diftributed over the furface i the circulation 
being impeded in fome parts* #rhilft in others, it 
is too much accelerated. Thus, if any fingle 
turn of the bandage be drawn tight over the 
ulcer, the confequence will be pain and irritation 5 
and if the upper turns be all of them tight, whilft 
the lower ones are flack, the blood will be arretted 
in the veins as in the ufe of a ligature in bleeding* 

It is to the want of accuracy in applying the 
neceffary remedies to ulcers, together with the in- 
efficient, or perhaps, injurious ufe of the bandage, 
that we are to attribute the very little good that 
is done by furnifhing the patient with remedies 
to ufe himfelf. For once that he drefles the part 
properly, he fails to do it ten times ; and the re* 
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tremely difficult to overcome this fymptom ih art 
ulcer ; and, as there exift no particular appear-* 
ances to diredt us to the caufe, we are under the 
neceflity of trying different remedies one after the 
other, till we hit on that, which, in the language 
of the patient, agrees with the fore. 

In the treatment of this fymptom in ulcers, 
befides the ufual warm and moift applications, we 
fhould feek to afford relief by the topical ufe of 
opium. We fhould mingle it as well in our fo- 
mentations as in the drefiings applied dire&ly to 
the ulcer. Sometimes the tindture of opium, 
brufhed over the fore with a camel's hair pencil, 
is of fignal fervice ; notwithftanding its firft effeft 
is to ftimulate, and give violent pain. The ad- 
dition of a very fmall proportion of camphor has, 
likewife, in many inftances, contributed to the 
objeft in view 5 but, in the ufe of this remedy, it 
is always to be obferved, that its adting as a feda- 
tive, or a ftimulant, (in both of which charafters 
its powers are very confiderable), depends en- 
tirely on the proportions being nicely adapted to 
the fenfibility of the part. The cataplasm a 
natri vitriolati* \ a remedy employed for another 
purpofe, by Dr. Kirkland, will fomctimes anfwer 

• See Pharm. Chirurg. 
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this intention, as will fometimes fprinkling the 
part with a powder of the dried leaves of hemlock j 
or applying that narcotic vegetable in the differ- 
ent forms of a bath, fomentation, or poultice. 

Sometimes, on the other hand, cold applica- 
tions to the ulcer will ilicceed beft, as the folu- 
tions of acetated lead, muriated quickfilver, 
vitriolatcd zinc, &c. Brufhing the fore with a 
weak fblution of nitrated filver will often remove 
the pain, by exciting a new adtion in the part ; as 
will alio, on the fame principle, a folution of ar- 
fenic, in the proportion of one grain to a quart of 
water* the liquor being filtered before its appli- 
cation is attempted. The folution laft mentioned* 
may alfo, with great propriety, be applied in the 
form of a cataplafm. Drefling the wound with 
ointments, in which the ftimulating gums or 
quickfilver enter as ingredients, have alfo been 
-attended with advantage i but it would be ah 
^ndlefs attempt to enumerate the various reme- 
dies* which, on the principle of exciting a new 
<*3&ion in an uloer of the painful defcription, (a 
principle, on which, in the greater number df 
ales, relief can alone be afforded), have been in 
among pra6titioners, and employed according 
exifting circumftances. 
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a. Another fymptom fometimes attending 
ulcers is a sinus, from whence* fame furgeons de- 
nominate an ulcer in which this appearance takes 
place, a sinuous ulcer. There may exift one or 
more of thefe finufes in the fame ulcer, and they 
may be difcovered by preffing the adjacent parts, 
which will occafiori the matter to flow out, fo that 
their extent may afterwards- be examined by the 
introdu&ion of a probe. 

We have already obferved, that thefe finufes 
are fometimes occafioned by the accumulation 
of coagulable lymph on the edges of a wound, 
and that they may be prevented from taking 
place, by daily fcraping off the white matter with 
the edge of a probe, or any other dull inftrumeafc 
When the finus has exifted long, or is completely 
eftablifhed, the cure muft depend on attending 
to the fame rules as are ufually obferved in treat- 
ing thofe finufes which accompany an abcefs.— 
A comprefs may be applied if the finus be fuch 
as to admit* of being adtcd upon by fuch a re- 
medy j otherwife, incifion, a fetpnpafied through, 
or a counter-opening, may be attempted ; and 
one or other of thefe means will, in general 
prove fuccefsful. 
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j. If, by injudicious management, or a long 
continuance of the complaint, the finus ftiould 
have acquired a degree of hardnefs, it is then de- 
generated into what we call a fistula, and the 
ulcer then. is termed a fistulous ulcer. In this 
cafe, the moil efficacious treatment is, to lay it 
completely open by an incifion 5 but, if we are 
rather induced to try the effedt of compreffion, 
the callofity muft firft be got the better of, and 
this is only to be accomplifhed by inje&ing ftimu- 
lating liquids, as tin&ure of cantharides diluted 
ivith water, or a pretty ftrong folution of muri- 
ated quickfilver, &c. Or it may be attempted 
by introducing a doffil of lint, firft greafed with 
lbme fimple unguent, and afterwards rolled in 
red nitrated quickfilver : or, if a feton be ufed in 
this cafe, that alfo muft be covered with the fame, 
or fooic other corrofive preparation. 

The effeft of thefe applications is to deftroy 
the internal furface of the fiftula, or, at leaft, to 
excite fuch a degree of inflammation and fuppu- 
-rarion in it, as will encreafe the difcharge, over- 
come the hardnefs, and dilpofe the furface to 
*Hrow out healthy granulations of fleih fuf- 
ficient to fill up, and finally confolidate the 
^arvity. 

© 2 
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4. Another fymptom, which it is neceflaly to 
notice as attendant upon ulcers, is the callosity of 
the edges, from which' circumftance, fome writers 
have given thefe ulcers the name of callous ulcers. 
To guard againft this fymptom* it is ftill more 
important than in the laft inftance* to remove 
the coagulable lymph which collefts on the 
edges. But, notwithftanding every effort of this 
fort, hard edges will fometimes take place in 
ulcers ; artd when they do* they oppofc a moft 
obftinate refiftance to the progrefs of the cure* 

In general* a very effedtual way of foftening 
them, is> to rub them with unguentum hydrar- 
gyri, prepared of a double ftrength to that pro- 
pofed by the College j or, what may anfwer ftill 
better, is the applying it by way of a plegit, over 
the dreflings covering the fore, taking care that 
it is made to come in clofe contadt with the 
edges. M. le Dran ftrenuoufly advifes fcarifik 
cations to be made all round the ulcer, at certain 
diftances, and penetrating completely through 
their fubftance. Thefe, he advifes to be made 
every fourth day, till the wound is brought into 
a proper ftate ; and he aflerts, that, in the courfe 
of his pra&ice, this method never failed him.— • 
But, there are few patients who are willing to 
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fubmit to this method; and indeed, there is 
reafon to v believe, that the deftrudtion of the cal-r 
lous edges, by means of fome cauftic application 
repeatedly applied, will aiifwer equally well. — 
The parts may be well rqbbed with nitrated filver 
every day; or, if that prove infufficient, kali 
purum may be cautioufly applied; or that old- 
fafhioned, yet ufeful cauftic, butyrum antimonii, 
the liquid form of which renders its application 
peculiarly commodious; ir\ fuch cafes. Some one 
of thefe will fcarcely fail to counteract this trou- 
^lefome fymptom effectually ; whilft proper re- 
medies continue to be applied to the ulcer itfeli* 
to difpofe it to granulate. 

We muft not quit this fubjeft, however, with- 
qut mentioning another expedient which has been 
\ifed to reduce the callous edges of ulcers. This 
method is, by applying, in fuch a way as to puss 
W the edges only, a piece of fheet lead, fhaped in 
exadt conformity to the figure of the wound, and 
fecured by a bandage. A confutable degree 
f)f callofity in the parts may certainly be over- 
come by this fimple method, which, in flight 
cafes, at leaft, deferves to be had recourfe 
%o in preference to more violent expedients. 
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5. It has been obferved by moft writers, that 
that kind of ulcer which is diftinguifhed by cal- 
lous edges, is alfb attended with a varicofe ftate of 
the veins of the whole leg. Thefe varices not 
only impede the cure, but are likewife apt to oc- 
cafion a return of the ulcer, and they fometiitte r s 
burft, and produce a very troublefome, and eveil 
dangerous, hemorrhage. The only methbd of 
treating them is, to apply a conftant and uniform 
external preffure, either by bandage or a laced 
flocking, over the whole leg. When they hap- 
pen to -burft)- the hemorrhage may be reftrained, 
by applying powerful ftyptics, as oil of turpentine, 
&c. to the opening : or it may be neceffaty, 
where the bleeding happens in a patient of a very 
debilitated conftitution, to cut down to the vein, 
and iecure it by a ligature, as in the cafe of 
an artery. 

As the ancient furgeons obferved that ulcers 
of the callous defcription ufually occurred in 
thofe legs in which varices were moft prevalent, 
they gave thofe ulcers the name of varicose; and 
in this they have been imitated by many of the 
moderns, certainly with fome degree of propriety, 
fince fuch ulcers cannot but have their origin in 
a difeafed ftate of the veins of the part, however 
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juftly they may afterwards deferve the appellation 
of callous. 

6. The next iymptom we ihall ipeak ofi as 
attending an ulcer, is caries. From this being 
the ftate of the bone lying immediately beneath 
3jn ulcer, authors have diftipgurfhed the latter by 
ihe name of the carious ulcer. 1 1 is feldom, 'how- 
«ver* that the ulcer, in *ftich a cafe, is to be con- 
fidered in any other light than as a fecondary 
affc&ion ; and a proof of this is, that its appear- 
ance is not, in general, indicative of a want of 
vigour, but rather that of too great luxuriancy 
and redundance of granulation ; nor does it, in 
genera], fail to get well, Whenever the exfoliation 
of the difeafed bone is completely effetted. 

Many furgeons, however, incline to an opi- 
nion, that the ulcer, in this cafe, is the caufe, and 
not the confequence of the caries, and that, hap- 
pening to take place on a part where little or no 
mufcular fubftance intervenes between the bone 
and the fkin, as on the fhin bone, the acrid mat- 
ter finds its way to the periofteum, and thence the 
caries is eftablifhed. From every enquiry, how- 
ever, that I have been able to make with regard 
to the origin of this complaint, I have found 
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reafon to think differently. The caufe of this 
kind of ulcer has, in moft cafes, proved to be fome 
violence done to the part; which, whilft it produ- 
ced the ulcer, laid alfo the foundation of the caries. 
In other inftances, the bone has evidentlv been 
the firft affe&ed; ^nd the ulcer produced, has re- 
fulted from the formation of matter upon or near 
to its furface. This, indeed, has not been uni- 
formly the cafe ; but fuffieiently fo to juftify the 
general fuppofition I have adgpted, that the ulcer 
denominated carious is the effeft of a primary 
affe&ion of the bone, and is kept up by the irri- 
tating procefs going forward beneath the furfacq; 

But it is of much lefs confequepce to be able 
to decide on this point, than to poflefs ourfelves 
of the means of diftinguiftiing, when this fpecies 
of ulcer is offered to our examination, whether 
the bone beneath be really carious or not j for, 
on this circumftance depends the plan of treatment 
which it may be prudent to adopt, as well as oqr 
profped of finally fucceeding in the cure of 
the ulcer. 

On the firft view of an ulcer covering a 
carious bone we are generally ftruck with the 
prominent appearance, not only of the ulcer itfel£ 
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but of the whole furrounding parts, which are, as 
it were, lifted up by fome folid fubftance beneath j 
though, at the fame time, we perceive deepnefles, 
.and granular irregularities in fome parts of the 
ulcer itfelf.: Thcfe hollow parts are commonly 
feen filled with the difcharge, which is of ablack- 
ifli purulent appearance, and of a very putrid 
imell. Between thefe fpaces it is fometimes 
pra&icable to pafs a probe, the examination with 
which is often the moft fatisfa&ory and decifiye 
teft of the exiftence of a caries of the bone that we 
can defire. The difeafe, however, cannot always 
be afcertained by this means; and we are left to 
judge, by the concomitant eircumftances, whether 
this really be the faft or not. 

Among the appearances which chara&erife 

this {pedes of ulcer, not the leaft equivocal is 

the peculiarity of colour and loofe texture of the 

new-formed parts. The granulations, inftead of 

wearing a florid and healthy appearance, are 

<lark and approaching to a liver colour; and the 

Jiealthy edges, if any can be diftinguifhed, have 

9 remarkable bluenefs. 

With regard to the treatment of the carious 
ulcer, it muft evidently depend on the treat- 
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merit of the caries; and that is a fubjeft not 
immediately under our notice at prcfcnt. There 
is no doubt but, in many inftances, the healing 
of the ulcer has,' without this, been accom- 
plifhedj though the cure has not afterwards 
proved very lafting. 

The fkin may, by the ufe of common re- 
medies, reft, &c. be prevailed on to clofe the 
wound; but the irritation arifing from the deeper 
feated mifchief will not long fufler it to remain 
lb; nor indeed is it of much advantage to the 
patient that it fhould, fince the inconvenience 
produced by the carious bone is not much mor$ 
confiderable with than without die ulcer. 

7. We (hall now take n6tice of a fymptom 
attendant on ulcers, which has not been, in ge- 
neral, noticed by writers onthis'fubje£t. It is 
peculiar indeed to hofpitals, few if any inftances 
occurring of it, as far as I have been able to 
learn, in the private praftice of gentlemen of 
the profeffion. It ufually happens in thofe 
fimple tilcers that are the confequence of large 
operations. When the healing of the fore is 
nearly completed, the" patient, perhaps, will be 
fuddenly attacked with violent pain in ths part. 
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•This b fueceeded by a phagedaenic flough, be- 
ginning on die fore, and gradually increafing, 
till the whole wound* however great its original 
extent may have. been* is again laid open; nay, 
k is not uncomtaon for the floughing to extend 
to the found parts, where no. wound exifted 
before. 

When the firft flough has feparated it b fue- 
ceeded by many others, and accompanied with a 
frioft abominably fetid difcharge* and this inter-* 
ruption to the cure will fometimes occur two or 
three different times in the fame fubjeft ; or per* 
haps the cure cannot be aecomplifhed without 
removing the patient into a purer atmofphere. 

There can be no doubt, from this laft cir- 

^umftance, but that this fymptom is chiefly, if 

-»ot entirely, owing to the unwholefomenefs of 

2iolpital effluvia. It muft neverthelefs be confi- 

^flered, that hofpitals, thofe of the metropolis at 

«aft, are the receptacles of half-famifhed and 

ebilitated perfons, in whom the difpofition to ' 

angrene cannot but be much greater than in 

rfons who enjoy a competent (hare of good diet, 

r indulge in the luxuries of the table. It may 

alledged indeed, that this fymptom is ex- 
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ceedingly different from gangrene, yet it cannot 
be denied, that it is putrid in its nature, at- 
tended by a low pulfe, and relieved by ftimu- 
lants, opium, and the bark, all remedies pecu- 
liarly demanded where a part exhibits a difpafi- 
tion to gangrene. 

8. The laft fymptom on which it is neceflary 
we fhould remark, is one that is very frequently 
obferved in old fore legs., We find the limb in 
many of thefe cafes much fwelled, and filled 
with indurated tumors or lumps in one or more 
parts, which will not always be refolved by the 
difcharge from the ulcer. This fymptom is in 
fome inftances marked with a peculiar degree of 
obftinacy, and occurs now and then alfo in the 
patient's other leg where no ulcer exifta. 

Sometimes, in breaking thefe hardnefles, 
the application of a ftrong volatile foapy liniment 
is of fervice; as is fbmetimes electricity, and the 
inunftion of quickfilver ointment well impreg- 
nated with camphor. Inclofing the whole leg 
(where there is no ulcer) in a mercurial plaifter 
is a good remedy, fince it a<5ls not only by ex- 
citing the abforbent veffels, but alfo by con- 
fining die perfpiration. Upon the latter prin- 
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ciple, the application of oilfkin has been recorti- 
mended by Mr. Underwood, and no doubt de- 
fences a trial But, notwithftanding the united 
afliftance of thefe remedies, it is not uncommon 
to meet with cafes in which this fymptom cannot 
be got the better o£ but the parts will remain in 
a ftate that continually threatens farther injury, 
and excites uneafy apprehenfions in the mind of 
the patient. 
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PART II* 



Of Ulcers in the produSion or existence of which 
the constitution participates. 

HITHERTO wc have confidered an 
ulcer only as a topical difeafe, independent of 
any vice in the fyftem ; we fhall now fpeak of 
thofe ulcers in which the conftitution evidently 
participates. 

The different kinds of virus which occa- 
fionally prevail in the fyftem, and which are 
capable of producing ulcers of a lpecific charafter> 
are five > to wit, the scorbutic, the venereal* 
the scrofulous, the phagedenic, and, laftly, 
the cancerous. Of thefe we fhall fpeak in 
their order, and fomewhat more in detail of the 
three laft, as forming the moft interefting part of 
our fubjedt. 
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§ 1. Of the Scorbutic Ulcen 

Although it fcarcely can be expe&ed 
to happen, that fo high a degree of fcurvy can 
take place in perfons redding on land as occurs 
in thofe who engage in long voyages, we 
neverthelefs meet with many ulcers, which evi- 
dently bear the fcorbutic chara&er, evincing, if 
not a confirmed fcurvy in the habit, at leaft a 
very ftrong tendency to that complaint. 

This kind of ulcer may be very readily di£- 
tinguiihed from others of a different defcription 
by thefe peculiar external figns, as well as by 
the general fcorbutic fymptoms, which, on en- 
quiry, are generally found to affedt the patient. 
Such are, a particular languid (late of the circu- 
lation of the blood on the furface of the body, 
an offenfive breath, foft, fpongy, and bleeding 
gums, high coloured and irritating urine, &c. 

The ulcer itfelf is very apt to bleed on being 
flightly touched; its colour is brownifli; its 
furface of a loofe unconnected texture, frequently 
fhooting out fungous granulations, wheih alfb 
bleed on the gentled force that can be applied to 
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them. The fkin round the ulcer is of a livid, 
purple, or black hue* and if there be any fpots, 
as there frequently are, thefe are all of the fame 
complexion. The difcharge is ufually thin and 
fanious, and runs from the part in confiderable 
quantity almoft immediately after the ulcer is 
dreft. 

* 

It may be objefted to by fome, perhaps* that 
we have confidered the fcorbutic ulcer as one of 
thofe which arife from a particular kind of virus. 
It is pretty generally acknowledged, however, 
that the fcurvy is a difeafe of the fluids, and de- 
pends on the exiftence of fome kind of morbid 
mattery aflfe&ing the blood's texture and purity 9 
and if fo, it is a fuppofitioa that does no great 
violence to probability, that thefe morbidor vi- 
rulent particles lay the foundation of the fcor* 
butic ulcer. 

The fcorbutic ulcer is perhaps the only one 
in which the article of diet is a matter of decifive 
importance. The cure of the fcurvy is well 
known to depend chiefly, if not entirely, on the 
ufe of proper vegetable aliment; at leaft, this is 
the cafe after long fea voyages ; and though a 
fcurvy contradted on fliore may demand a regi- 
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men fomewhat lefs ftrift in this particular than 
one contradted by the ufe of fait provifions at fea; 
yet it is, neverthelefs, a point very material to be 
attended to ; for thofe means which are powerful 
in correfting the fcorbutic taint in the habit, 
muft, of courfe, be important in the treatment 
of the ulcer j and the more efpecialtyj as it cannot 
be cured whilft that taint remains. A milk and 
vegetable diet is, therefore, that from which the 
beft effedts are to be expe&ed j not, indeed, to 
the entire exclufion of animal food, but this 
ihould be of eafy digeftion, great nourifhment, 
and neither faked nor highly feafoned. Salt, in- 
deed, it has been thought abfolutely neceffary to 
interdict the ufe of, as having a principal fhare 
in the produ&ion of fea fcurvy : not, however* 
that this is a point by any means to be admitted 
as indilputable, for I am rather inclined to attri- 
bute more to the change which flefh meat undergoes 
by being salted, than to the operation of fait itfelf 
on the human body. The ufe of fermented, or 
even of 'fermenting liquors, is alfo to be adopted, in 
preference to drinks of any other defcription, on 
account of the fixed air with which they abound. 

In the topical applications to this fort of 
ulcer, every kind of unftuous, or greafy fub- 
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ftance, is to be avoided. A poultice, prepared 
with rye meal, and an inftifion of malt meal, with 
the addition of a fpoonful of yeaft, is an excel- 
lent application \ a confiderable quantity of fixed 
air being extricated, and coming in contaft with 
the vlcer in a Jhort time after its application. A 
mixture of bark and myrrh, in fine powder, 
fprinkled or dufted over the furface, is aHb very 
beneficial. Poultices of carrots, or of turnips, 
are likewife good* andlikewife the topic recom- 
mended by Dr. Lind, confiftmg of mel -flEgypti- 
acum and mel rofse, with a fmall quantity of 
vitriolic acid. 

With regard to internal medicines, in the 
cure of this ulcer, it maybe proper to- remark, 
that it has been cuftomary with praftitioners to 
adminifter the molt powerful remedies of the tonic 
clafs, fuch, for inftance, as the bark, vitriolated 
iron,, vitriolated zinc, &c: but as thefe were 
employed under a fuppofition which is not ad- 
miffible, namely, that the fcurvy is a difeafe of 
the solids, it would be inconfiftent to dwell long 
upon this fubjedt. In fa&, we are in a great 
meafure ignorant whether any internal medicines 
are of fervice in the fcurvy : but though it really 
is the cafe, that we know not what we ought to 
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prefcribe, it is at leaft in our power to determine 
what we ought to interdict; and on this point we 
ihall now fay a few words/ 
■ 
Among the remedies, employed by thole who 
are not in the habit of enquiring into the dif- 
tinftions by which the different fpecies of ulcers 
are marked, is quickfilver. It is exceedingly 
common with fuch inconfiderate practitioners to 
give this powerful medicine, in one form or 
other, in almoft every cafe of ulcer of long land- 
ing ; and, among the reft, in the fcorbutic ulcer. 
Repeated experience, however, has demonftrated, 
that the fcurvy, and every difeafe, whether local 
or general, in which it partakes, is extremely 
liable to be increafed, and rendered worfe by that 
mineral. This fa6t has been chiefly fhewn in 
thofe inftances, where, in a fcorbutic fubjedt, the 
venereal difeafe has demanded a mercurial courfe, 
the event of which has frequently been of the 
utmoft injury in refpedl to the former $ at leaft, 
it has been fufficiently decifive of the dangerous 
tendency of mercury in the difeafe we are now 
confidering, and confequendy, of any local com- 
plaint that may have originated in the prevalence 
of that difpoiition in the.fyftem. 
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The ufe of a bandage in this kind of ulcef, 
(though without a fuitable diet, &c. no lefs inef- 
ficient to the cure than the other topics of which 
we have been fpeaking), is, neverthelefs, a material 
affiftance where the dilpofition to health has once 
begun £0 manifest itfeif. It has, at leaft, the fa- 
lutary effect of reftraining thofe loofe granulations 
of flefh which are, in all inftances, fo redundant ; 
and by fupporting the weak and tender veflels of 
the part, is a means of preventing that almoft 
continual wafte of blood, which would occur 
from every flight fridbion to which the part would 
be expofed if not fo defended. 
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§ 2. Of the Venereal Ulcer. 

Although the fymptoms of the venereal 
difeafe, when they exift independent of any other 
affe&ion, are fo ftrongly marked, that it is hardly 
poffible for a furgeon, of any experience, to mif- 
take them, yet we very well know, when the cafe 
is otherwife, into what a variety of difficulties we 
are apt to be led, and how impoffible it is, in 
many inftances, to fay decifively, whether the 
difeafe we are called upon to confider be a vene- 
real one or not. 

This incertitude, which attaches to fo many 
of the fymptoms of lues venerea, is in none more 
liable to be exemplified than in the venereal 
ulcer; which, though exhibiting, in fome in* 
fiances, a very marked, and indifputable charac* 
ter, is, in others, extremely equivocal, 

In this fpecies of ulcer, we very often obferve 
fome one of the char^dteriftic figns exifting along 
with thofe that are evidently not venereal ; and 
we are left in doubt whether we ought, or ought 
not, to refort to a mercurial courfe. 
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Where thefe equivocal appearances occur, it 
is of fome confcquence, befides judging of the 
ftate of the fore, to queftion the patient as to any 
other fymptom of a venereal nature that may 
then exift, or that may have exifted at any time 
previous to £he appearance of the ulcer, Wc 
fhould examine whether a venereal infection had 
been received ; whether its nature was really that 
of syphilis, or only gonorrhacal ; whether the cure 
had been attempted by carrying the ufe of mer- 
cury to a fufficient extent ; and, laftly, whether, 
after what was fuppofed a perfect cure, any fuf- 
picious fymptom had occurred -, fuch as a fore 
throat, eruptions on the fkin, night pains, or 
nodes on the fhin-bones. 

If it can be clearly eftabliflied, that the pa- 
tient has been afFefted with lues ; or if there be 
room to fufpeft that the means ufed to eradicate 
it have been infufficientj we may venture to con- 
clude, even where the figns of venereal ulcera- 
tion are imperfeft, and accompanied with ap- 
pearances that are common to other ulcers, that 
the difeafe cannot be got the better of without 
the introduftion of mercury into the fyftem.*—' 
It is not, however, till after a fair trial given to 
the common remedies, that fuch a plan ought to 
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be purftied; and the more efpecially as this 
equivocal defcription of ulcer is liable ta take, on 
a ftill more inveterate charafter in confequence 
of the aftion of mercury, and to become phage- 
denic. This is particularly liable to happen m 
opeir buboes; as will be obferved in another 
place. 

There will exift, however, in evefy ulcer of 
a venereal nature, feme one or more of the fol- 
lowing figns. The true venereal fore is the moft 
irregular of all ulcers ; k fddom Ipreads out fnta 
one large fere, but ufually appears in a number 
of fmaltdiftinft ulcerations, as {hankers dfo-upon 
the penis. A bar or divifion of whole fkin fre- 
quently runs acrofs, and divides, what would 
otherwife be a continued ulcer, into two or 
more. This is perhaps the moft diftinguiflimg 
mark by which we may know a venereal from 
any other kind of ulcer, though it has fcarcely 
been noticed- by writers on this-fubjeft. Another 
mark, which occurs not only in the true vene-* 
real ulcer, but often affifts us to decide m thofe 
of the doubtful kind, is the appearance of fpots 
of a copper colour around the fore. Thefe fpots 
indeed do not always appear, - but when they do* 
they corroborate very ftrongly any conjeftures 
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that may have been raifed refpedting the fyphi- 
litic nature of the ulcer. 

ft 

.Where there can be no doubt of the fpecific 
nature of the ulcer, the ufe of quickfilver in any 
mode that can be brought to affedt the falivaiy 
glands, will, of itfelf, go a great way towards 
effe&ing a cure*. Not that local applications 
of a mercurial and cqrrofive kind fhould be neg- 
lefted, for they are very material. Sprinkling 
the fore from time to time with red nitrated quick* 
lilver, or drefling it with any ftimulating oint* 
ment in which a portion of that remedy is incor- 
porated; applying verdigreafe in the fame man- 
ner; or, what is, perhaps, more effectual than 
any other method, drefling the fore with lint 
dipped into a folution of muriated quickfilver; 
are fteps very proper to be purfued. In a great 
many cafes, the ointment of nitrated quickfilver, 
either alone, or weakened with hog's-lard, will 
be found to anfwer; and it is fome times of ufe 



• Hydrargyruf cum Creta, in the dofe of five or ten grains 
twice a day, is an exceedingly good remedy for venereal ulcers, 
notwithftanding the opinion entertained by fome, that it is inert. 
The Hydrargyrus Muriatus, infmall and long-continued dofes, is 
alfo a valuable medicine ; but, in every decifive venereal cafe, 
mercurial friSion mould be had recourfe to. 



Venereal Ulcer., 57 

tro brufh particular parts of the fore, that ap- 
pear foul and floughly, with a folution of ni- 
trated filver in diftilled waten 

» 

In thofe cafes where the fpecific charafter in 

the ulcer is not yet got the better of, it is fruit- 

lcfs to endeavour, by bandage or any remedy 

not immediately placed in contact with the fore, 

to aflift its cure. But, when the ulcer is brought 

to a fimplc ftate by the adequate ufe of internal 

medicines, we fhould then obferve every pre-. 

caution laid down for the treatment of common 

ulcers. 
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% > Of the Scrofulous Ulcer. 

The fcrofulous ulcer is a difeafe not left 
manifeftly depending on a particular ftate of the 
constitution than any of the foregoing; although 
it is. not by any means to be conceived thac it is 
generated by a fpecific virus. 

When this fort of ulcer attacks apart, we 
are led to diftinguifli it from others of a different 
nature by ccmfidering the general habit of the 
patient, which will ufually (hew fome figns of 
fcrofula. Thus the countenance will be pale, 
the fibre univerfally lax, the upper lip thifck, th$ 
pupils of the eyes greatly dilated, ' or the borders 
of the eyelids will appear fore and red. The 
glands of the neck and under the chin may alfo 
be found hardened and enlarged; fome one 
being much larger than the adjoining glands. 
This, indeed, is not uncommonly the only ieat 
of the difeafe, the gland having fuppurated, and 
afterwards become an ulcer. 

When a fcrofulous ulcer happens on the ex- 
tremities, it ufually appears on the metacarpal 
or metatarfal bones, or on the joints of the ancle 
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or wrift, on which a confiderable thickening takes 
place, and extends to fome diftance round the 
ulcer, and even furrounds the whole joint. 
But in very confirmed fcrofulous habits, it is 
not unufual for the whole glandular fyfiem to be 
dUeafed. In fome fubje&s, the vertebrae of the 
back and loins even become carious $ abfcefles 
form and break, fometimes on one, fometime9 
on both fides of the (pine, and thefe occasionally 
become ulcers of greater or lefs extent. 

t 

There is one circumftance of which writers 
on the fcrofula have not taken notice, but which 
feenas deferving of a place among other fafts; and 
that is*, that infants and young perfons of both 
fixes frequently are cut off by an high degree of 
icrofula affiedting fome, or almoft all, of the vif- 
cera, whilfl: not the fmalleft external fign of the 
difeafe ha& been found to exift. In fome of thefe 
cafes the lungs, liver, fpleen, &c. are ftudded 
with fcrofulous knots -, and in others, thofe parts 
are exempt, " whilft the whole mefentery is af- 
fected* glands and all, with a fcrofulous enlarge- 
ment of the thicknefs of one's hand. An inftance 
of the latter kind occurred in a boy of 1 2 years 
of age, who, after an illnefs of two or three days, 
thehiftory of which could not be fatisfa&orily 
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collected, died quite unexpectedly. On di£- 
fe&ion, the only appearances that could be dif- 
covered were thofe juft defcribed; nor was there 
any degree of inflammation that could account 
for the patient's death. What is ftill more lin- 
gular is, that notwithftanding the impervious' 
Hate of the ladteal veflels of the greater part of 
the mefentery, the boy was very fufficiently nou- 
rifhed, and, though not remarkably lufty, he had 
a florid and healthy appearance, and had been 
accuftomed to a laborious employment. 

The cure of the fcrofulous ulcer is chiefly to 
be attempted, like that of other ulcers of a Ipe- 
cific chara&er, by combating the difeafe of the 
habit. That the fcrofulous diathefis is exceedingly 
difficult to fubdue, we have many and reiterated 
proofs; and fo little encouragement have we hi- 
therto met with in our attempts to accornplifh it 
by medicine, diat it would be of little ufe to 
detail here, with any great degree of minutenefs, 
the different remedies that have been, from a 
very early period to the prefent time, prefcribed 
by medical praftitioners with this intent. 

Suffice it then to fay, in the firft place, thai 
a mukipHcity of remedies, of a vegeiabU kind, 
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lid of that clafs popularly called antiscorbutic* 

been fucceflively tried. But of thefe, none, 

:cept cinchona; mezereon, cicuta, and farfa- 

•illa, have any pretenfions to efficacy, and 

many pradtitioners are inclined to deny it even to 

laft two. Many other of the narcotic plants, 

well as cicuta, have been tried, and with 

various degrees of fuccefs; but there is reafon to 

believe, that their qualities are better adapted to 

the treatment of the phagedenic ulcere as we 

fliall have occafion to obferve in another place. 

From the Mineral kingdom we have beer* 
fupplied with antimony, zinc, arfenic, terra 
ponderofa, and quickfilver. From the firft of 
thele occafional good effects have certainly been 
obfervedj and for that reafon it has been very 
properly introduced by the London College into 
the formula, named decoftum farfaparillas com* 
Pofitum. Every pradtitioner, however, ought 
to be aware of the debilitating effects of anti- 
mony, thofe preparations of it, at leaft, which are 
formed by its union with an acid. It is true, the 
^ifeafe fometimes occurs in perfons apparently 
r obuft, and who may be fuppofed prone to phleg- 
monous inflammation. In fuch, perhaps, the 
u *e of antimony may have been attended with 
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good effe&s ; yet, if we decide that antimony, 
which is a relaxant of the moil powerful kind, be 
afuitable remedy in fcrofula, how can we coa- 
Jiftently reckon the bark and other tonics to be fo ? 
It is impoflible, perhaps, to reafon oh this fub- 
jeft; I fhalk therefore, only obferve, that, ctf aU 
the preparations of antimony, I have found none 
lb fuitable in this difeafe as the sulphur antmonii 
pr<£cipitatum, which feems to be in a great rata- 
fare exempt from thofe objections juft now ftated 
to exift againft moft other chemical preparations 
of antimony. 

Qn the ule of zinc, we can only rely in a ge- 
neral way as a tonic. The vitriolated zinc* in 
fmall dofes, is entitled to its fhare of commenda- 
tion in fome occafional inftances ; and many fur- 
geons give it in the more aftive form of the 
flowersy (zincum calcination). 

Arfenic is not often reforted to as a remedy 
in the fcrofula, nor have the trials made of it been 
fo fuccefsful as to warrant the ufe of a remedy fb 
extremely hazardous in every form. That pre- 
paration of it ufed in St, Bartholomew's hofpital, 
under the name of kali arsenicatum, (in the dofe 
of one-fixth of a grain, to adults, three times a 
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day)* is, perhaps, the leaft qbjeftionabk of any of 
the preparations of that mineral that have yet 
been invented. 

Of terra ponderasa, contrary to the expecta- 
tion of every one who knew the great abilities and 
integrity of its panegyrift, the late amiable and 
excellent Dr. Adair Crawford, experience has 
unhappily left us nothing to fay. It, undoubt- 
edly, appeared to have fucceeded in three moft 
decifive cafes of fcrofula that were treated in St. 
Thomas's hofpital. That the patients got well 
is moft certain j and that under the use of this 
very active remedy, combined with the muriatic 
acid*. But why it has failed in every fubfequent 
trial, whether by Dn Crawford himfel£ or others 
who were equally difpofed to attribute good 
qualities to it, it is not poffible to fay. The ge- 
neral impreffion, however, is, that this mineral 
poffefles no power of checking the fcrofulous 
diathefis, as has been fuppofed. 

Of quicksilver, heretofore, and even now, a 
favourite remedy with the bulk of petitioners 
who have occafion to treat this difeafe, we have 

* The competition of this remedy is defcribed in the 
Pharm, Chirurg. 
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little to advance in the way of commendation*^-* 
On the Contrary, it is moft juftly chargeable with 
a variety of mifchiefs, which have been folly at* 
tributed to the peculiar obftinacy of the com- 
plaint. As one of the properties of quickfilver 
is known to be that of exciting the adVion of the 
abforbent fyftem, and, by that means, removing 
local hardneffes, and particularly thofe of glandu- 
lar parts, it was, and with great appearance of 
reafon, thought an advifable remedy in a difeafe 
exhibiting thofe particular fymptoms in fb re- 
markable a degree. 

Wifeman, the moft judicious of all the prac- 
titioners upon the old principles, employed mer- 
cury copioufly in fcrofula, as appears from the 
following paflage in his " Method of Curiftg the 
Evil*." Alluding to the complications of which 
this difeafe had been fuppofed capable, he fays, 
* c In truth, whatfoever difeafe it is complicated 
with, without some Reparation of mercury y our 
hops are vain; nay, in fome of the moft de- 
plorable cafes where the patient hath been 
much emaciated^ by reafon of the acidity of the 



* See the folio edition of his works, printed in 1705$ 
page 245. 
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serutri*) I have proceeded higher to salivate 
them, and thereby recovered them," &c. To 
explain the caufe of his fuccefs in thefe cafes, 
however, it may be neceffary to attend to the 
context, in which he refers the reader to his 
€t Obfervations on Ulcers with Caries in the 
Hones" many of which, probably, were venereal 
rather than fcrofulous. 

It may farther be obferved, that Wifeman's 
general object in giving mercury, was that 
which, in thefe days even, is fomewhat admifli- 
blc, though, by no means, to the extent which 
he thought proper to carry it. His objeft was 
to adminifter one of the preparations of quick- 
lilver, namely, calomel, as a purgative ; a way in 
which its fpecific, and what I conceive to be its 
prejudicial, effe£t on the conftitution, is not to be 
cxpeded. To make more fure of this effe£t, 
indeed, he never failed to join with it <c pil. 
cccbi<e y pil. e duobus rudii" or fome other pow- 
erful draftic: fo that, although his expe&ations 
of fuccefs were grounded on the aftion of mer- 

* Wifeman's acquiefcence in this received doftrine of his 
time, is not remarkable ; and although this caufe of fcrofula 
may juftly be deemed fuppofititious, modern times have not 
Supplied us with a better. 
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cury on the system, and not merely as a ftimulaut 
applied to the bowels, it is probable they w&-e ' 
not anfwered in thofe fuccefsful cafes of which 
he {peaks, t>ut upon a principle which he did not 
comprehend. Every furg&on, indeed, muft be 
fenfible of the truth of this who is aware of the 
palpable and indifputable faft, that purging and * 
salivation are not compatible in pra&ice ; and 
that the latter cannot be accompliftied, or, if at 
all pra&icable, is accompliftied with difficulty, 
whilft mercurials operate violently on the intef- * 
tines in the courfe of their being adminiftered. 

In making thefe remarks on the praftice of 
the honeft and illuftrious Wifeman, I am com- 
menting, not only on what was the univerfal 
pradlice of his time, but on what, under fome 
certain limitations, has exifted fince, and is even 
the praftice of the prefent day. It is evident 
he was acquainted with all the remedies ufed in 
fcrofula at prefent, except, indeed, that very im- 
portant one, Cinchona, of which he could have 
no knowledge. Remedies of the tonic clafs were 
not then had recourfe to in the fcrofula $ nor 
were the good effe&s of fea-bathing known :— 
but antimony, particularly that preparation cal- 
led diaphoretic, was in ufe; and alfo burnt 



Scrofulous Ulcer* 67 



* ■*- 



fponge, a remedy in no inconfiderable repute at 

* prefcnt. Sarfaparilla, China root, and other ve- 
getable fubftances, to which Wifeman gives the 
name of " antiftrumous," were emplQyed moft 
abundantly, and, on the whole, with the fame de- 
gree of advantage as at prefent, which is but 

• little. 

Modern practice has, indeed, introduced the 
ufe of a vegetable which was unknown to the 
, earlier praditioners, and.which has the teftimony 
of fome eminent men in its favour, I mean 
• fnezereon. The late Mr. Hunter ranks it in the 
firft order of vegetable fubftances to be reforted 
to in the fcrofula. He direds it, however, in 
confiderable quantity j and it unfortunately hap- 
pens, that the tafte of it is fo exceedingly acrid 
and naufeous, and its adion on the ftomach fo 
liable to produce ficknefs, that few patients can 
be prevailed on to carry the trial of it fufficientiy 
far to afcertain what its properties really are. 

But to return to the fubjed of our objedions 
to the ufe of quickfilver, or any of its prepara- 
tions, in the fcrofula •, it is only neceffary to ap- 
peal to the experience of thofe who have 
■witneffed its effeds in venereal cafes. Nothing 

f 2 
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is more common than to fee the fcrofbla fupef- 
induced by a mercurial courfe, in conftitutions 
which before remained unaffedfced with it- 
Nothing, in fadt, forms fo great an impediment, 
as does the fcrofula thus excited, to the furgeon's 
endeavours to deftroy the venereal virus. 

Glands, brought into a ftate of inflammation 
by the irritation of a fhanker, and which, if left 
to fuppurate, would go throtigh that procefs fa- 
vourably, are very commonly rendered fcrofu- 
lous by the quickfilver rubbed in with a view of 
difperfing the tumour. Venereal ulcers of the 
throat are, by the fame means, converted into 
fcrofulous ulcers ; and whilft mercury continues 
to aft on them, that difpofition is increafed.— • 
Hence/we are compelled to change our plan even 
before the venereal difpofition in the part is 
overcome, and to refort to the bark, the cc anti- 
ftrumous vegetables," and fea- bathing, to coun- 
teradt the fcrofulous diathefis which the mercury 
has brought on. 

But, admitting there fhould occur none of 
thefe external figns of the mifchievous effedts of 
quickfilver in habits predifpofed to the fcrofula, 
it, neverthelefs, often happens, that internal, and 
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more fatal ones take place. Some of the vifcera 
are brought into a (late of difeafe j the lungs 
more efpecially; and when this happens in a 
perfon who has had a venereal infe&ion, the 
phthifis brought on by the remedy is called a 
venereal consumption \ and the patient rx^ore cer- 
tainly getting worfe as the fpecific for venereal in- 
fedtion is adminiftered, at l^tft dies in confequence 
of the treatment * .-:.-. 

What has been faid may, perhaps, be fufli- 
cient to awaken the attention of medical men to 
what, if true, is a fad of great pra&ical import- 
ance. The effe&s here attributed to mercury, 
are not, perhaps, obfervable in every inftance of 
its exhibition in a fcrofulous habit; but that it is 
truly liable to the ferious obje&ions we have 
brought, is a fact, which, now and then at leaft, is 
confirmed by fpme ftriking and fatal inftance* $ 

* It may feem to the reader, tha.t more is faid onlhisfub- 
jeft than is required by the object of this. feftion* which is to 
*peak of ihe Scrofulous Ulcer an$l its treatment. He will per. 
c:eive, however, as has already been fnggefted, that an imme- 
diate and neceflary connection exifts between the treatment of 
*he general difeafe and this local fymptom of it, and that it is 
tio lefs neceflary, in fpeaking of the internal remedies employed 
^>y furgeons, to diftinguifh thofc that ought to be avoided 

lhaa 
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and it is devoutly to be wifhed, that a clofe at*- 
tentipn to what happens in thofe cafes where 
mercury must be employed, and where, after its 

• 

exhibition, fcrofula does appear, may throw fome 
farther light upon the fubjeft. But, notwith- 
ftanding what is to be apprehended from the full 
conftitutional effeft of mercury, there are fome 
preparations of that mineral, calculated to a<5t 
fimply on the intestines y which, far from deferving ' 
our reprobation, have, on the contrary, moft fa- 
lutary effefts in the treatment of the fcrofula. 

There is, perhaps, no article in our lift of 
purgatives which fo effeftually evacuates the in- 
teftiqes, and produces that effeft with fo little ir- 
ritation and difturbance, as the preparation we 
call calomel. Some purgatives aft by increafing 
the fecretions from the inteftines, and others by 
aiding their periftaltic motion ; but there is 

than it is to beftow juft encomiums on thofe that deferve it. I 
have, in fa&, been led to fome length in this part of my fub- 
jecl, from knowing, that a modern treatife on the fcrofula, 
in other refpe&s judicious, advifes a reliance on mercury for the 

* 

cure. That I am not indifpofed to give calomel, ufed as a fur- 
gatbve, its due (hare of commendation, will be feen in the 
fequel; but beyond that, I cannot but feel the importance oT 
oppofing the ufe of quickfilver in any form except, perhaps, 
that of a topic, which may, in fome inftances, be expedient. 
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hardly any fingle article of the materia mecjica, 
from which* in bath thefe ways, effedtual and ge- 
neral evacuation of the bowels can be obtained,, 
unlefs it be this excellent preparation, which has 
been known, in various inftances, to perform the ' 
tafk, when other cathartics, under various mod;-* 
fications* have proved ufelefs. 

In fcrcfulous fubjefts, there exifts a^ great 
difpofition in the veflelS to throw out coagulable 
lymphs Hence it is that, in iuch perfons, frelh 
incited wounds heal by the firft intention with 
lingular rapidity; and even in large operations, 
iiich as amputation, there exifts an aftonifhing 
tendency in the parts to contradt, and, as it were, 
glue themfelyes together, the furface that remains 
unhealed* being neverthelefs impeded, by thick 
coats of coagulable lymph fucceffively thrown 
out, and which demand the application of efca- 
rotic remedies^ • 

This dilpofition is more particularly evident 
i t n fubje&s of the fat, chubby, and florid defcrip- 
tion , but it may alfo be traced in fome of the 
emaciated fort, and there appears to me a proba- 
bility, that this dilpofition prevails pretty univer- 
fally in the glands, thofe more efpecially con- 
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cerned in fupplying the fecrctions natural to the 
primas viae. Hence, perhaps, we may account 
for (what is a well known circumftance occuring 
in fcrofulous perfons, particularly children,) the 
iriaftivity of the bowels, and the glairy nature of 
their fecretions, which form a convenient nidus 
for worms, and other lodgments, that would not 
be retained if the periftaltic motions were more 
vigorous. 

But whether this ftate of the inteftines may > 
or may not, be truly accounted for on thefe prin- 
ciples, its exiftence in fcrofulous fubjefts is an 
acknowledged faft ; and it is alfo very generally 
allowed, that the occafiohaT removal of thefe per- 
nicious accumulations by a fuitable purge, far 
from adding to that debility, which, according to 
many, has a principal fhare in the difcafe, aftually 
affords ftrength, by removing the impediments 
to nutrition, and ftimulating the languid mouths 
of the lafteal veffels. 

Every remedy adminiftered by the mouth, 
and which occafions inteftinal evacuation, goes 
under the general character of a purge; and it is 
common to riiedicines not of that .clafs, fuch as 
the bark, when given in an over-dofe,. to aft as 
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cathartics. But, as has already been obferved, 
thole medicines which produce ftools by in- 
Creating the fecretions from the glands of the in-* 
teftines, do, by no means, the fame thing as 
purgatives which prove fuch by augmenting the 
periftaltic motions. In the latter cafe, the intef- 
tines are merely excited to expel the foeces which 
happen to be contained in them : in the former, 
a confiderable addition of fluids takes place, which 
renders the foeces more liquid, and caufes the na- 
tural motions of the inteftines to protrude their 
contents more expeditioufly towards the reftum 
than would happen if the foeces remained folid. 

* 

I need not enumerate the different articles of 
the materia medica to which thefe diftinft pro- 
perties are attributable, as there is no profeflional 
gentleman fo unexperienced as to be ignorant of 
them. It is fufficient to obferve, therefore, that. 
all the faline purgatives, as Glauber's, Epfom, 
Rochelle, and other falts, adt by increafing the fe- 
cretions ; whilft rhubarb, fenna, aloes, and many 
other vegetable purgatives, aft chiefly by in- 
creafing the periftaltic motions. It is owing to 
thefe diftinft qualities which belong to the clafs 
of cathartics, that we are in the daily habit of 
combining them, in order to infure a beneficial 
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co-operation, and thus evacuate the* inteftincs 
more effe&ually than could be done by the ad- 
miniftration of any of them fingly. 

There is another property* with regard to 
purgatives, which is not lefs worthy of notice * 
and that is, the difpofition manifefted by Ibme of 
them to aft exclufively on particular farts of the 
alimentary canal. It is not eafy to ftate, even. 
with the appearance of accuracy, what is . the 
nature of thefe peculiar affinities, if I may fo call 
them j but that the general fa6t is fo, has been 
' fufficiently proved by the well known property of 
aloes to aft exclufively on the re&um*. 

But as it forms no part of my defign to enter 
into thefe fpeculations farther than may be war-? 
ranted by their conne&ion with the general iub- 

* If this digreflion were not already too con fiderabte, it 
would be curious to enquire into the caufe of that (till mere 
lingular properly in aloes of producing a fort of reiteration ia 
the actions of the reftum ; fo that a grain or two (hall not only 
produce an evacuation that is immediately wanted + but alio dif- 
pofe the part to act periodically. The ftimulus of aloes, too freely 
applied to the rectum, produces the piles. May we fuppole 
the permanent irritability brought on by a (ingle dofe, fufficient 
to make the interne in greater hade to act on the defceoding 
feces ? Or is it that this local effect actuates the higher inte£> 
tines by fympathy ? 
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jeft o£ ulcers, or than may tend to fhew the pro- 
priety with which a mercurial preparation may 
be ufed in fcrofula as a purgative, notwithftand- 
ing its mifchievous effefts when given with any 
other view; 1 (hall cut fliort this digreflion, by 
merely repeating, that, among the few remedies 
which aft at once by increafing the fecretions 
from the mucous membrane of the inteftines, by 
augmenting the periftaltic motion, and by an 
uniformity of operation on the whole inteftinal 
canal, there is, perhaps, none equal to calomel: 
and it is to the pofleffion of thefe qualities alone, 
and not to its power of afting fpecifically on the 
system, that the merit afcribed to it by Wifeman, 
and other writers, fhould be attribured. 

A remedy in the fcrofula, on which, hereto- 
fore, praftitioners have had great jeliance, is 
burnt sponge. Some, however, attribute the 
good effefts of it folely to the mineral alkali con- 
tained in it; and on that account, fubftitute what, 
in the new language of the College, is called 
natron, as-a lefs inelegant medicine. The popu- 
larity of this remedy is, in a great meafure, 
owing to its apparent fuccefs in the treatment of 
the Derbylhire neck ; though it is by no means 
dear, that the co-operating remedies employed 
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in the cure of that complaint, namely, calomel, 
and other purgatives, have not a very material 
Ihare in the proceis. 

Speaking then of burnt fponge as of mineral 
alkali, may not its action, befides that to be ex- 
pe&ed through the medium of the circulation, be 
traced to fomething analogous to a courfe of 
purgatives ? Or, at leaft, may not it have the 
effedt of diflblving or decompofing that adhefive 
mucous, which we have fuppofed, in this difeafe, 
to interfere with the healthy a&ions of the 
inteftines ? 

It is not, perhaps, to be denied, that one of 
its modes of operation, is that of a kind of uni- 
verfal ftimulant; for there is great reafon to 
fuppofe, that* in common with turpentine^ and 
fome other fubftances, alkalies enter the blood 
veflels, without undergoing any change in the 
ftomach. , But, at leaft, that they may pafs 
through the firft paflages without undergoing 
the procefs of aflimilation, may be fairly conjec- 
tured, from their known property of entering the 
bladder, and afting as folvents on urinary calculi. 
In their courfe, therefore, through the bowels, I 
fee no difficulty in fuppofing, that they combine 
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ftitH, and tend to carry off, thofe glutinous fecre- 
tions which obftruft the mouths of the lafteal 
Veffels, and thus produce filently, and by a fort of 
chemical combination, the fame effeft as is to be 
expe&ed from the occafional exhibition of 
purgatives. 

But whatever be the modus operandi of this 
remedy*, it is certainly amongft thofe that occa- 
iionally prove ferviceable in the fcrofula, and that 
even in very inconfiderable dofes. If giveri 
largely, indeed, and for a length of time, it may 
prove injurious to the fyftem; and for that 
reafon, perhaps, it is, that, with moft pra&iti- 
oners, the very fmall proportion ufiially exhibited 
•when the form of burnt sponge is preferred, is 
found to anfwer better than natron in its prepared 
ftate. 

From fpeaking of the effefts of mineral al- 
kali given internally, we come to confider the 

• Dr. Cullen, fpeaking of the clafs of remedies termed 
attenuantiay includes a (ubdivifion termed resolventta, which, 
he fays, " are properly fuch fubftances as give Jluidity y to por- 
tions of our fluids that had been formerly concreted " Among 
the remedies of this description, it is worthy of notice, that he 
has included both the foffil and volatile alkalies. May not 
thefe resolve the concreted lymph, which feems to conftitute \h& 
difeafe in the cafe of fcr of ulcus tumours ? 
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ufes of sia*bathing in the fcrofula.— It has beef*, 
very unwillingly granted by fome writers, that 
bathing in fait water, is of greater efficacy than 
bathing in any other fort of water of the fame 
temperature i for, fay they, it is alone the tonic 
effeft of the cold, fuddenly and univerfally ap- 
plied to the body, which is of fervice ; and this, 
effe6t may be produced equally well by immer/ 
fion in frefh water. Not to advert to the multi- 
tude of fafts which rriilitate againft this fuppofi- 
tion> we may very reasonably fuppofe, that lb 
general an application of fait to the fkin is at- 
tended with fome fhare of advantage, forcor\i-- 
mon fait is a compound in which the mineral 
alkali predominates ; and from daily immerfion,« 
no doubt, confiderable quantities of it muft be 
abforbed. I would not, however, be fuppofed jo 
contend, that the good effedts of fea-bathing in 
the fcrofula depend upon the application of fait 
to the furface of the body. On the contrary, I 

• # 

admit its inferiority to fea water as a cold bath $ 
yet I am, neverthelefs, difpofed to confider the 
fait as no defpicable or unneceffary agent in the 
refult. 

. Perhaps, however, we (hall not give to this 
remedy of fea-bathing its' full (hare of credit, if 
we do not alfo take into the account the effects 
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* of sta air on the conftitution. We -well know, 
that the air on the fea coaft is loaded with faline 
* particles, which enter the lungs on inlpiratiori, 
and alfo apply themfelves continually to the 
whole furface of the body. That this is the cafe, 
does not admit of a doubt, fince the particles of 

• fait are tailed as they fall on the lips of thofe who 

* walk at fome diftance from the fea ; and that this 
flight application of fait alone to the body, is ca- 
pable of doing some fervice in fcrofulous difeafes, 

is manifeft from the following cafe*;— - 

" . A gentleman, between twenty and thirty 
years of age, very healthy in other refpefts, had 

* a foul ulcer with thick and curling boundaries on 
the edge of his tongue. Its commencement for 
*• ibme few weeks was marked only by a fmali 
lump, or thickening of the part, ?vhich at laft 
gradually opened by a kind of fiflure, difplaying 
an ulcer with a foul buff- coloured furface, which 
increafed, in the courfe of a few months, to 
nearly the dimenfions of a fixpence. The difeafe, 
however, manifefted itfelf much beyond this, by 
the fwelled ftate of the furrounding parts. The 
patient, while in this fituation, had occafion to 

* Communicated to me by a medical friend* 
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take a fudden voyage to the Continent, ahd 
being apprehenfive, though the pain and incon- 
venience he then felt were not fb confiderable as 
from the appearance of the fore might reafonably 
have been expe&ed, that the difeafe might pro- 
ceed to a ferious length if negle&ed during fo 
long a journey, he thought it advifable to apply 
to a profeflional gentleman, by whofe inftruc- 
tions he might be guided in the treatment of it, 
and from whom, indeed, he received a fupply of 
fuch medicines, both topical and for internal ufe, 
as the ftate of the ulcer feemed to require. The 
hurry of preparation, however, interfered with his 
intention of making fome ufe of his medicines 
even before his embarkation ; and, in fadt, no- 
thing was done ; but to his great furprize, during 
his detention for a few days on the fea coaft, the 
ulcer in his tongue, which had exifted for fo long 
a time, healed up ; his medicines were configned 
to the jaws of the ocean> and he has remained per- 
feftly free from the complaint ever fince. 

As in this cafe there could be no other ap- 
plication of the faiine particles, either topically 
or to the fyftem, but what was effected through 
the medium of the fea breezes j as no medicine 
whatever was ufcd by the patient -, and as the 
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difeafe was gaining ground during his continu- 
ance in London, the place of his ordinary refi- 
dence ; what can be the conclusion, but that the 
ftafie of the atmofphere on the fea coaft occafi- 
oned the cure ? 

But let us now confider fea-bathing in the 
light of a tonic, in which moft people view it, 
and certainly not without good reafon. If im- 
merfion in the fea were unattended with the 
concomitant benefits of which we have been 
ipeaking, it would, of courfe, rank no higher as 
a remedy for the fcrofula, or, indeed, any other 
difeafe, than frelh water of the fame temperature. 
The tonic efFeft is produced merely by the fud- 
den and univerfal application of cold to the fur- 
face of the body, by which the extreme veflels 
are invigorated, and a more equable circulation 
of the blood in them is occafioned. The fud- 
den conftridtion of the veflels of the (kin, caufes 
the blood to retreat back upon the vifcera \ and, 
by that falutarj ftimulus, is inftrumental in exci- 
ting in them an unufual degree of exertion to 
reftore the equilibrium of the circulation. This 
exertion, it is likely, produces tone and vigour in 
parts whofe funftions before were languid, and 
it is thus, perhaps, that in glands affe&ed with 

c 
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ftruma, a beneficial change is produced. The 
bpportuhkies of immerfion in cold frefli water, 
are, undoubtedly, within tihe reach *>f every one-, 
yet the trials made of it by fcrofolous patients, Jb 
circumftanced as not to have the opportunity of 
bathing in the fea, are, by no means, fuch as to 
put thefe two remedies on an equal footing* or to 
fupport the opinions of thofe who rely on the 
mere tonic properties eff fah water* 

Since we know, however* hy chemical ana^ 
lyfis, in what the fea differs from frefh water, 
forftething is to be done by introducing a ftkabfc 
•proportion of fak into the water in which the p*- 
•tient defigns to bathe* The quantity neceflkry 
is about 5 lb. to every 12 gallons of water*.*-* 

* The experiments made by M. de Pag£s, of which m 
account is given in his voyage round the world, evince a-confi- 
derable difference in the faltnefs of the fea in different latitudes. 
Each of his experiments was made on one hundred pounds of 
fea water, taken at the depth of ten fathoms, and weighed in 
water fcales. — The author has exhibited a table of thefe refults, 
in which it appears, that 46' 12" S. lat. ioolb. of fea water 
gave 4 Jib. of fair, and in i a 16" only 3 Jib. and that in 74 N. 
lat. it gave 4 jib. and in 4 22" only 3 Jib. ; thefe being the 
higheft and lowed latitudes in which the experiments were 
made, and alfo the greateft and lealt quantities of fait obtained. 
Accuracy, perhaps, is not very material to our purpofe, and 
even an excefs of fait can be attended with no bad effeft, for 
which reafon, I have a little exceeded the.propottion here men- 
tioned as the higheft. 
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This, at leaft, may be conGdered as fomewhat 
preferable to frefh water alohe, yet experience 
proves it far inferior in efficacy to that element 
bf Which it is defigned as an imitation, for the 
reafons Which have been already fuggefted. 

But the effect produced on the conftitution 
by the ufe of cold bathing, is attended with fdme 
phenomena, which have embarrafled the thinking 
part of the profeflion not a little. For it has 
fefeen fuggefted, and the idea has alfo been fuf- 
tained by experiments, that the fame beneficial 
refults, in fimilar cafes of difeafe, have attended 
the ufe of the cold bath and the hot ; or, at leaft, 
that the degree of cold in the one, and of heat in 
the other, feem to admit of being fo managed as 
to produce nearly the fame effeft. 

Some evidence of this fa£t has refulted from 
the pra&ice of employing the tepid bath, of late 
years, in hypochondriacal cafels, and in fome 
other difeafes, which, according to the generality 
of pra&itfoners, have rather demanded the tonic 
properties, heretofore exclufively attributed to 
the cold bath. Perhaps the experience of a few 
years more may eftablifh the like fad with regard 
to the treatment of fcrofula, for certain it is, that 

G % 
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fince the opportunities of warm salt water bathing 
have become frequent on the lea coaft, a variety 
of inftanees have occurred, in which, eflential 
benefit has been derived from the ufe of it. For 
internal, as well as external, fcrofulous affe&ions, 
for thofe of the mefenteric, and other glands, for 
white fwellings, , difeafes of the proftrate, ulcers, 
and various other forms in which the fcrofula is 
liable to occur, it has, I believe, been demon- 
ftrated, that the tepid fait water bath has, at leaft, 
been of as great, but, in fome inftanees, of much 
greater, fervice, than fea water when ufed in the 
ftate of its natural temperature. 

If this be the cafe, what becomes of the prin- 
ciple on which fea bathing is fo univerfally, and 
almoft exclufively, fuppofed to counteract this 
difeafe? Is the effeft, called tonic, capable of 
being produced by any degree of relative warmth ? 
Or is the term ill calculated to exprefs the effedfc 
really occasioned by cold bathing ? But let us 
now proceed to confider the properties of a re- 
medy of late years more implicitly confided in 
than, perhaps, any other in the treatment of the 
fcrofula : this remedy is the bark. 

That this medicine, of fuch excellent ufe in 
various other difeafes, is alfo an important one in 
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that now under our confideration, cannot be de- 
nied j and, perhaps, there is fcarcely any ftate of 
the difeafe for which it is fo well calculated as the 
fcrofulous ulcer. The great misfortune is, that 
it requires to be adminiftered, not only in confi- 
derable quantity, but alfo for a great length of 
time, to produce any very obvious good effeft ; 
and the fcrofula, in every form, is a difeafe of fo 
protra&ed and flow a nature, that fcarcely any 
one can perfevere fufficiently in the ufe of it*. * 
But, if this be the cafe with adults, how much 
more does it form an obje&ion, when it is re- 
quired to adminifter this remedy to children, the 
moft ufual fubje&s of the difeafe of which we arc 
fpeaking ? /Thefe are, in faft, precluded wholly 
from the benefits of it. Let us fee, however, 
what the celebrated Dr. Cullen fays of its ufe in 
the fcrofula, 

cc The bark," fays he, " has been employed 
in fcrofulous cafes. The fcrofula is attended 
with ulcers malt moris, depending on a fl acridity 
of the vessels of the party and of the system inge^ 
neral very often j fo that here the bark is plainly 

# We learn from Dr. Fordyce, that the/«//effe& of the 
bark is only to be expelled when taken to the quantity of an 
ounce in a day; 
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indicated ; and I make no doubt of the fucGefs 
hafi by Dodtors Fothergill and Fordyce in fuGh 
circumftances. But it muft be obferved, tliat 
the bark very often fails in this difeafe. Even 
thefe gentlemen have not always fucc^eded, be- 
caufe, I irpagine, this difeafe is often not to be 
cured certainly by any medicine; for it feems 
of^en a difeafe of the Ipmph feated in the lympha- 
tic veflelSf and not depending fo much on a gmt- 
. red flaccidity of the system as in fome particular 
affedtipn of the lymphatics, and matter generated 
there*" 

This account being fufficient for Qur px^fent 
purpofe, it is unnecelfary to add to it* andefpe- 
cially as the fubjeft will again fajUC under our 
notice when we come to defcribe the general 
treatment. There remains only one more re- 
medy, or clafs of remedies, on Which it is neceC- 
fary to remark, and thefe are stimulants, the moft 
appropriate of which, and that to which wp &ali 
chiefly confine ourfelves, is volatile alkali. 



• Vide Le&ureson the Materia Medica, Edin. 8vo. ed. 
17.81, page 251. Aftruc fays, " As this diforder is in the 
lympfiatjc glands, tlie peccancy of the lymph muft have give* rife. 
to it." Trcatife on the Dif. of Children, page 197.. 
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In the ufe of ftimulants, in every difeafe, we l 
ought not only to confider their immediate, but 
alfo their fubfequent, or fecondary, effe&s j which* 
as in the' cafe we are now treating of, are; fre~ 
quently in direct oppofition to the intention with, 
which they are at firft employed. 

The late Dr. Brown, who promulgated, and 
fo far fupported, a fyftem of medicine oi his own* 
as to make converts of & large proportion of the 
medical profeflion of the prefentday, veryjuftly] 
ftates the secondary effect of itimuli to be weak* 
nessi or, to ufe his own language, c< indireS debi- 
lity" Hence we fee how improperly ftimulants, 
in a limited view, are ufed in the fcrofula.— 
Happily, however, we have, by the affiftance o£ 
the bark, the means of rendering their effe&s on 
the animal fibre permanent; a circumftance o£ 
the higheft importance in every view, fince, by 
-combining thefe two remedies, w$ produce a 
third of very extenfiye utility. 

Of the various ftimuli which the materia me- 
dica fupplies, there is none, perhaps, by many 
degrees fp appropriate to our purpofe as volatile 
alkali; and the reafon very naturally fuggefts it- 
felf from what has already been obferved on the 
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ufe of mineral alkali. Superadded to the effedt 
which may be expe&ed of it as an alkali, we have 
alfo that of a ftimulant of extraordinary power, 
and one with which the ftomach will dilpenfe 
much more largely than its fenfible effeft on the 
organs of tafte and fmell feems to indicate*. 

There can be no doubt of the propriety of 
clafling ftimulants amongft the remedies necef- 
lary to be employed in a difeafe where debility is 
fo leading a feature; provided that their effedts 
can be rendered permanent b/ the ufe of the 
bark, of which there is no queftion. We ihall 
not, however, dwell on this fubjed in particular, 
but proceed to confider in what way the remedies 
of which we have made mention, or fomc of 
them, may be employed with the greateft effect 
in the fcrofula. 

In entering on this topic, it may not be im- 
proper to premife, that I do not mean to fpeak 
of any of thofe remedies whofe properties, after 
an abundant trial, have proved fo precarious as 
to make their choice a matter of mere fpecula- 

* '* If, by any means, we could defend from its aclioii the 
mouth and fauces, it might be thrown into the ftomach in a 
large dose, even without inconvenience." — Cullen. 
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tion and conje&ure; but rather, in a concife way, 
to ftate in what manner thofe few may be belt 
employed, which, in fo far as I have feen, are 
worthy of being preferred to the reft* I (hall 
likewife confine myfelf to the treatment of thofe 
fcrofulous affe&ions which are external, and 
which we will fuppofe to arife in the adult fub- 
jeft ; becaufe, in infants, we are precluded the 
ufe of many of our beft remedies, and muft there- 
fore, of neceflity, rely on thofe whofe qualities 
are fomewhat inferior, but poflefs the advantage 
of being more eafy to adminifter. In this ac- 
count too I fhall fpeak of the ufe of topical re- 
medies, which have not as yet been adverted to. 

Let the external figns of fcrofula in the pa- 
tient be what they may, our firft endeavour muft 
be to reach them through the medium of the 
conftitution. Here, to fay nothing of the means 
already fpoken of, what a hoft of remedies pre- 
fent themfelves, equal alike in their powers, and 
in their deficiencies. On which of thefe, after 
the experience of fo long a period, an experience 
which has decided fo little in their favour, fhall 
we fix our choice? We muft, at leaft, refort to 
thofe on which the fentence of positive inefficacy 
has not yet been paffed, in preference to thofe 
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iyhich the united judgment of medical men feems 
to have rejc&ed. Thofe which} are under trials 
are, at lead, preferable to thofe that have been 
fully tried y and found wanting. 

If the fcrofula has manifefted itfelf, as it 
irioft frequently does, ia the form of an enlarged, 
gland, advancing daily in fize,, and threatening 
to terminate in fuppuration, its progrefs fhould. 
be countera&ed by the ufe of every kind of topic 
that is likely to diminifh the latent and deep 
feated inflammation in the park For this pur- 
pofe, cold, lotions, of a variety of kinds, are ia 
ufe ; fuch as lead water, aqua ammonia? acetate* 
lime water, folutions of vitriolated zinc, of muri- 
ated ammonia, of alum, &c. It is common to 
apply thele upon bits of linen rag, laid one over 
the other, to a fufficient thicknefs, and kept con- 
tinually wet by repeatedly dipping thofe on the 
outfide. It is difficult to fay which of thefe ap- 
plications anfwers bed; or even whether they arc 
any of them of much ferv ice. Some practi- 
tioners rather prefer the ufe of liniments, of the 
kind named difcutient; fuch as a Ample folution 
of foap in brandy s or the fame remedy, joined 
with an equal quantity of the water of acetated, 
ammonia, or with a fmall quantity o£ water of 
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acetated litharge. Some employ liniments of a* 
moderately ftimul^ting kind ; probably,, with a 
view of exciting the abforbents to aftion. The 
compofitipn of thefe is various : olive oil, with, 
(pirit of hartfhorn, or water of pure ammonia^ 
or a fplution of foap with the latter addition ; or 
the compofition, called embrocatio ammonia*. 

Other praftitioners refort to plotters, in 
which difcutient, or repelling remedies, are vari- 
oufly combined 3 and: from thefe, if not compofed 
of ingredients of too ftimulating properties, very 
favourable effedts fometimes refult, though the 
event is almoft a matter of accident. 

Speaking generally, indeed, of all thefe reme- 
dies, there is very great uncertainty as to their 
effe&s. They either do nothing, pr if they aft 
at alii ^ey are jufc as liable to forward as to re- 
tard fuppuration. The fame may alfo be faid of 
the like remedies employed in the form of fo- 
mentations, or poultices. Plaftcrs, indeed, arc 
to be excepted from the charge of inactivity, for, 
independent of the properties of the fubftances 
which compqfe them, they aft by confining the 

* Pharm. Chirurg. 
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peHpiration, and,, undoubtedly, haften the crifis 
of the tumour in one way or other. 

Not to dwell, however, on thefe feemingly* 
unprofitable (peculations, let us circumfcribe our 
endeavours to prevent the progrefs of inflamma- 
tion and fuppuration in fcrofulous tumours, 
within a narrower compafc. To impede the pro- 
grefs of any fcrofulous fwelling, and prevent its 
becoming an ulcer y we fhould, in the firft inftance, 
draw blood from the part, by the application of 
a fufficient number of leeches \ repeating this (e- 
veral times fucceffively, at intervals of three or 
four days, or a week, according to the effedfc 
produced. We lhould alfo, without delay, pre- 
fcribe an emetic, and repeat it twice or thrice $ 
or we lhould adminifter fome purgative and 
emetic remedy united, fo as to produce a mode- 
rate evacuation in both dire&ioris. This latter 
eflfeft may be very conveniently obtained, by a 
dofe of calomel joined with a very fmall propor- 
tion of tartar ized antimony i a formula extremely 
well calculated for children. 

In the intervals between the application of^ 
the leeches, as it will be thought right to be 
doing fomething, and to take even a chance of 
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promoting the great objedt of difperfion, we 
lhould apply the water of acetated ammonia to 
the part, or a folution of muriated ammonia in 
brandy, or • even a folution of common fait in 
water, in the proportion of 1 part to 28. If it 
can be had, we may ufe, in preference to the 
foregoing, a poultice of the well-known marine 
plant, called sea tang*, bruifed in a mortar, and 
applied cold, a remedy approved of by the late 
Mr. Hunter, If, in Ipite of thele endeavours, the 
fwelling gives pain, the inflammation feems to 
gain ground, and the fkin becomes red, we may 
try the effe6t of pounded ice applied to the part, 
and renewed as faft as it melts away. 

# The fucus veshulosus of Linnaeus. The virtues of this 
plant have been copioufly fpokcn of by Dr. Ruffel, in his 
Treatife on the Ufe of Sea Water in Difeafes of the Glands* 
Heconfiders the faponaceous liquor contained in the vehicles of 
this plant, as an excellent resolvent, and recommends the fcrofu- 
lous tumours to be well rubbed with it, (after bruiting the 
plant with the hands) warning them afterwards with fea water. 
He recommends for the fame purpofe the following method to 
be taken : — Having gathered two pounds of the vesicles of this 
plant, in the month of July, infufe them in a quart of fea water 
for a fortnight, when the liquor will have acquired the confid- 
ence of honey. The fwellings are to be rubbed with the 
(trained liquor three or four times a day, warning them after- 
wards with fea water. It is very probable that the fcrofulous 
ulcer would be benefited by a fomewhat finiilar treatment, 
where there is an opportunity of putting it in practice. ^ 
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In fomc cafes, where the fwelling is particu- 
larly indolent, increafing only in size, and with- 
out Ihewing any other difpofitioh, I have wit- 
nefled the beft effefts from the ufe of a liniment 
compofed only of vitriolic acid and olive oil, in 
the proportion of one dram to an ounce of the 
latter. Some have alfo been benefited by the 
ufe of the linimentum bituminis ammoniatum, 
a remedy employed as Ci a moft powerful dis- 
seizor cf thickened lympb" by Dr. Kirkland.— 
In feme, a plafter has been of fervice, compofed 
of equal parts of the quickfilver and warm plat- 
ters, and lightly lprinkled towards the centre 
w::h camphor finely powdered. 

The oier remedies necc£an" to be ufed, as 

veil w p^i-cn: the jrcgrei of a tumour to the 

a .. ., n -" - Y—c£vir c* ulct.% & »> ixx>nr-ote the cure 

c :x '.-:=r whe cf.sb3e4. «» fea-bathing, If 

— — h-.- a: ii artificial fea-water bath 

:£-, the ufe of natron internally, 
„ '. ^ ^~:b- fere of buret fpongej the 

-- -iolSw 3 * calomel, as a purges a 
** *~" j pedercring exhibition of the bark $ 
*^ " _ .j w i t h i^ if not likely to occafion 

**\1 • the ptfio* * good proportion of vo- 
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The bark wiH, in general, be found tnoft ef- 
fectual, when exhibited after a courfe of calomel 
purges have been perfevered in, or where emetics 
have been premifed* It is expedient, indeed, in 
moft caies, to employ thefe means alternately j 
&r the bark will, after a time, lofe its effe&j 
and, in that cafe, the irfe of calomel purgfcs 
tfhotild be adopted*, and, after a while, the bait 
will again be found to fucceed as well as at foft. 

Deco&ions of farfaparilla and mezereon, in 
conjunction^ or feparately, are not to be reje£ted> 
When more promifing remedies fcem to fail, or 
where the opportunity of employ ir.g them rs par* 
! ticularly favourable. Many patients are fooft 
dilgufted with the bark, no lefs on account of i6 
naufeous tafte, than its appearance, when em- 
ployed in fubftance i and when this is the cafe, 

# It may not be amift to obfcrvc here, that the mode of 
preparing calomel by precipitation, after the manner of Scbeele t 
(now univerfally practifed in confequence of the brevity of the 
procefs, by the London Chemifts,) > s i by no meaas, favourable 
to its action as a purgative. It may, indeed, be very reafon* 
ably queftioned, whether it is exaclly the fame medicine as the 
old calomel, prepared by fublimation, and afterwards levigated. 
This precipitate, which has been received of late by the College, 
under the name of bydrargyrus tnurtatus mitis, will (land in need 
of the addition of fume draftic, o» fom'e other purgative fub- 
ftance, when employed with the view here propofed. 
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it is fome relief to them to ufe decodtions of far- 
faparilla, &c. in its ftead*. 

The fcrofulous ulcer, though, in moft cafes, 
it is found to affedt glandular parts, and to arife 
from the fuppuration of the glands themfelves, is, 
neverthelefs, frequently feen in other fituations. 
There is, indeed, no part of the body where it 
may not exift, and its appearance on the extremi- 
ties, is fcarcely lefs common than on the neck, 
breaft, &c. It is particularly liable to occur in 
thofe places where the difeafe has reached the 
bones ; and will often remain, and extend itfel£ 
after the caries is got the better of. It alfo forms 
& defcription of ulcer very difficult of cure in the 
legs, ancles, and feet; becaufe, independent of 
the obftacles formed by the Ipecific chara&er of 
the complaint, we have to contend with thofe 
impediments which are common to every ulcer in 
the fame difadvantageous fituation. 

This kind of ulcer is not attended with any 
ftriking marks by which its Ipecific nature may be 

• Much of the difguft arifing from the tafte of bark, is to 
be attributed to its astringency, and this is remarkably over- 
come by its being taken in milk, or, according to fome, in 
mucilage of gum arabic. 
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diftinguifhed. It may, however, be pretty ac- 
curately difcriminated by the concomitant fymp- 
toms and appearances, its fituation, &c. The 
difcharge is likewife of a curdled, whitifh, unna- 
tural appearance; the edges of the fore are thick 
and projecting j and the furrounding parts are 
tumid, and infenfible in general, though, in fome 
cafes, very painful. 

It has been already obferved, that the treat- 
ment of this ulcer depends almoft wholly on the 
treatment of the difeafe in the fyftem. Never- 
theless, there is fomething to be done by means 
of local applications ; atleaft,it is indilpenfablyne- 
ceflary, that every precaution required in the treat- 
ment of a common ulcer, fhould be regularly 
and attentively obferved in*this ; fuch as a daily 
xenewal of the dreflings, and every regard to 
^Jeanlinefs, as well as to the circumftances under 
»vhich motion or reft fhould be enjoined. 

If bathing in the fea can be had* it is of fer- 
~"%rice to expofe the ulcer at the time of going in, 
^and the fame if an artificial fea-watcr bath be 
^fcjfed ; or if circumftances do not admit of either 

« 

f thefe, the ulcer may at leaft be wafhed daily 
cold fait water, fprinkled over it by means 

H 



98 Scrofuhus Ulcer. 

of a Iponge; this, indeed; (hould be a preliminary 
to every other drefling that may be intended* 

The topical applications fuppofed to facilitate 
the healing of the fcrofulous ulcers are exceed- 
ingly numerous ; but we fhall here only notice 

1 

thofe few that experience has moft entitled to a 
preference. Solutions of natron; orofacetated 
cerufe; of vitriolated zinc; of muriated quick- 
filver ; of ammoniated copper ; or of nitrated 
filver; are each worthy of a trial; and thefe 
fhould either be bruflied over the fore with a 
camel's hair pencil, or applied on pledgits of lint. 

There is fome reafon to fear, that common 
falves, and greafy applications, rather do mif- 
chief; they are therefore to be avoided, if 
poflible, even as outer dreflings, but much more 
fo as dreflings to the ulcer itfelf. Where their 
great convenience overbalances thefe confidera- 
tions, with regard to the former purpofe, much 
of the objeftion may be obviated, by a choice of 
fuch ointments, as include in their compofition 
an ample proportion of foap; for by that the 
clamminefs of fuch falves is prevented, and the 
drefling, when taken off, leaves the furrounding 
fkin clean and unfmeared. 
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There are, however, fome formulae which 
are exceedingly well adapted to th. treatment of 
the ulcer itielf, and which yet admit of oil, &c. 
among their ingredients, as a means of incorpo- 
rating other fubftances. Thefe compofitions 
are too numerous, and on too equal a footing, 
with regard to their virtues, to require any cir- 
cumftantial account in this place*. We would 
therefore obferve in a general way, that the moft 
ferviceable applications to fcrofulous ulcers, arc 
thofe ointments which include mineral alkali, 
neutral falts, (as the vitriolated natron) volatile 
alkali, quickfilver in the' nitrous or muriatic 
acids, honey, or the juices of narcotic vegetables. 
With regard to my own experience on this head, 
nothing has fucceeded better with me than a 
competition of unguentum picis united with fuch 
a proportion of sal cornu cervi as will juft ftimu- 
late without inflaming the ulcer, . It muft be 
obferved, however, that when this ointment is 
employed, it ihould be mixed at the time of 
drefling the wound; as, otherwife, its qualities 
will be impaired, by the efcape of the volatile, 
parts of the fait into the atmofphere. Next to 



* The clafs of cerates and unguents, in the Pharm. Chi< 
rurg. include feveral of them* 

H 2 
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this remedy, I know of no better ointment than 
the ceratum mellis, prepared with the emplaf- 
trum lythargyri cum gummu 

It would be fuperfluous here to repeat the 
directions given in the former part of this work, 
relpefting the treatment of ulcers in general, 
which it will be neceflary the furgeon fhould 
obferve, in a greater or lefs degree, in the treat- 
ment of thofe of a fpecific charafter : for whilft 
the neceflary internal remedies are employed, to 
counteract the difeafe in the fyftem, no diligence 
fhould be wanting in the choice and management 
of fuch applications as may difpofe the ulcer to 
heal. This, indeed, it may be fufficierit to men- 
tion here, once for all ; as this remark will be 
found to apply, no lefs with regard to the fubjedb 
of which we have juft been treating, than to the 
two we Ihall now proceed to examine. 
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§ 4. Of the Phagedenic Ulcer. 

There is no fubjeft, perhaps, which fur- 
gical writers have treated with ib little perlpicuity 
as that on which we are next to employ our at- 
tention. It feems, indeed, as if the knowledge, of 
this Angular fpecies of ulcer had made no ad- 
vances fince the time of Celfus, and that the 
want of fuccefs, which has too uniformly attended 
the treatment of it, had operated on the furgeons 
of later times, as, an effedtual difcouragement to 
inveftigatiori. To methodize the jarring Opi- 
nions of thofe who have attempted the fubjeft, 
however, and to draw from fads a fyftem replete 
with ingenuity, has been a talk referved for an 
ingenious writer of very late date, who has fb 
thoroughly anticipated the few ideas I had col- 
lected on the fubjedt, and expreffed thofe ideas in 
a language fo much more clear and fatisfa&ory, 
that I (hall do little more than recite his opinions, 
and often his own words, in the courfe of this 
enquiry, 

That very erroneous and inadequate notions 
of this fpecies of ulcer have been heretofore re* 

h 3 
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ceived by profeflional men; and, in fa£t, that 
little or nothing of its true nature has been 
communicated by any medical writer from the 
time of Celfus, may be fairly inferred from the 
fcanty fhare of notice beftowed on it in one of 
our lateft publications, which lays claim to a con- 
fiderable degree of popularity. Mr. Benjamin 
liell, though with every advantage of what pxc-p 
ceding writers may have faid on the fubjeft, 
Ipeaks in a very general and curfory way of the 
ph^gedaenic ulcer, as little more than a high de- 
gree of herpes exedens. Thus, in his Observa- 
tions en the Cutaneous Ulcer*, he fays, " The 
herpes exedens, fo called from its deftroying or 
corroding the parts which it attacks, at firft ge- 
nerally appears in the form offeveral fmall ulcera- 
tions, all colleftcd into larger fpots, of different 
fizes and of various figures, with always more or 
lefs of an eryfipelatous-like inflammation.-— 
Thefe ulcerations difcharge large quantities of a 
thin, (harp, ferous matter; which fometimes 
forms into fmall crufts, that, in a fhort time, fall 
off; but molt frequently the difcharge is fo thin 
and acrid, as to fpread along the neighbouring 
parts, and there to produce the fame kind of 
fores* 

* Treatife on Ulcers, Se&. is. p. 3x4. 
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" Though thefe excoriations, or ulcers, do 
not, in general, proceed farther than the cutis 
vera, yet fometimes the difcharge is so very pene- 
trating and corrosive, as to deftroy the (kin, 
cellular fubftance, and, on fome occafions, the 
muscles themselves. It is this fpecies of the dis- 
order which ihould properly be termed the 
depascent, or phagedenic, ulcer, from the great 
definition of parts which it very frequently 
occafions : but, by a piece of very great impro- 
priety, ulcers of the herpetic kind have moft 
commonly been confidered as conne&ed with 
fcurvy, and have, therefore, by pradtitioners in 
general, been ufually diftinguifhed by the appel-» 
lation of fcorbutic," 

Whether the erroneous opinions refpe&ing 
the phagedenic ulcer, which are here attributed 
to the generality of praftitioners, be juftly charg- 
able on them or not, it is certain, that the nature 
of the difeafe has not, till of late, been pointed 
out with any thing like precifion. It is not 
improbable, indeed, that the pra&ice of employ- 
ing quickfilver in the treatment of obftinate 
ulcers, may have produced the phagedenic dif- 
pofition in parts not originally affefted with it ; 
for we have many proofs of its producing that 

« 4 
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fpecies of mifchief, where it has been copioufly 
employed during the fuppuration of a bubo, &c. 
and thusr it is, that furgeons .may have enter- 
tained' very confufed notions of the nature of 
phagedena, from the circumftance of the change 
they may have remarked in fome ulcers from a 
phagedenic charafter to fome other, or vice 
versa, according to the ufe or difufe of mer- 
curial remedies employed with 3 view to affeft 
the fyftern. 

Two diftinft fpecies of phagedena have been 
defcribed: one denominated c * a floughing with 
ulceration, and each in fucceffioni ,J> the other, 
ulceration, kept up by the irritation of the ffe- 
creted pus*. The firft of thefe is the kind of 
ulceration we have already defcribed, as occur- 
ring in hofpitals, to patients in a ftate of debility, 
on whom extenfive operations have been per- 
formed. The conftitution being predifpofed, 
and the morbid poifon floating in the atmofpherc 
getting accefs to their wounds, a moft formidable 
phagedenic ulceration, of the fpecies we are now 
defcribing, arifes, difficult to conquer, and fre- 
quently re..d wring neceflary a repetition of the 
operation. 

# Adams on Morbid Poifon $, chap. iv. 
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Phagedenic ulcerations upon the penis are 
ranked by Celfus among the cancers. Thus* 
in his fe&ion*, iC Concerning the cure of a cancer. 
in the penis" and that immediately following, 
€€ Of the cure of the phagedenic ulcer in the 
penis" he ^treats the fubjeft in the following 
words : — " In what we have hitherto defcribed, 
there is ftill no gangrene j to which, as in the 
other parts, fo more elpecially here, ulcers are 
liable. It begins with a blackness. If this feizes 
the prepuce, a probe muft be immediately put 
under it, and an incifion made; then the extre- 
mities are to be laid hold of with a vulfella, and 
whatever is corrupted muft be cut away, and 
even fome of the found part taken off, and the 
place cauterized. Whenever any part is burned, 
the next ftep is to apply lentils; afterwards, 
wheirthe floughs have caft off, the cure is the 
lame with that of common ulcers. 

" But if a gangrene has feized the penis itfelf, 
fome of the efcharotic medicines muft be Iprin- 
kled upon it, chiefly that which is compofed of 
lime, chalcites, and orpiment. If medicines fail 
of fuccefs, here alfo whatever is corrupted is to 



* Vide Greive's t ran flat ion of Cels. lib. vi. cap. iS ; or 
Cels. ibid. 
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be cut out with a knife, in fuch a manner as that 
fome of the found part be taken with it. This 
rule is as univerfal as the former, when a gan- 
grened part is cut away, that the wound muft bo 
cauterized. But if, either by means of medi- 
cines, or the a£tual cautery, the floughs have 
grown callous, there is great danger, that when 
they caft off, a profufion of blood from the penis 
may follow; therefore long reft is neceffary, 
and keeping the body almoft immoveable, till 
the floughs be gently loofened from it. in proper 
time. But if a perfon, either wittingly, or inad- 
vertently, by walking too foon, has feparated the 
floughs,. and there enfues a hemorrhage, cold 
water muft be applied. If that does not prevail* 
recourfe muft be had to thofe medicines which 
flop blood. If even thefe do not relieve, the 
part muft be cauterized carefully and cautioufly^ 
and not afterwards expofed to the fame danger by 
any motion whatever." 

What follows is yet more immediately ap- 
plicable to the fubjeft: — " Sometimes, alfo, in 
the fame place* there happens that kind of gan- 
grene, which the Greeks call phagedena; in 
which no time is to be loft, but the fame reme- 
dies muft be immediately applied j and if thefc 
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arc not fuccefsful, it muft be burnt by the attual 
cautery. There is Ukewife a certain blackness, 
which gives no pain, but spreads, and* if we do not 
refift it, makes its way to the bladder* and cannot 
be cured afterwards. But if it be at the end of 
the glans, near the urinary pipe, a fmall probe 
fhould be introduced into that firft, to prevent itfc 
clofing > and then the aftual cautery muft be ap- 
plied to the ulcer. But if it has penetrated deep, 
whatever is tainted muft be cue off. For the 
reft, it muft have the fame treatment with other 
gangrenes." 

Wifeman, in book ii. chap. x. of his trea- 
tife, has the following remarks on this fubjedt :— 
" Phagedena," fays he, " ftri&ly fo called, is an 
ulcer with swelled lips, that eats the fleih and 
neighbouring parts in the bottom and edges of 
the ulcer. It differs from the herpes, becaufe 
that always begins in the skin, with little moifture: 
this always affefts the flesh, and abounds with 
matter. 

" Noma is a deep ulcer, that eats and spreads 
without tumour, but hath a rottenness andputre* 
faBfan joined with it. 
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cc Both thefe are venomous malignant ulcers, 
and both fpread : but they differ, in that one 
hath tumour* and no putrefaction •> and the other, 
putrefaffion, and no tumour" 

Of the fymptoms, he obferves ; c< Some 
take their original from abceffes deep in the flefh, 
others begin more fhallow, and in time fpread 
and eat not only the (kin and flefh, but the parts 
about, and diffolve the flefli in the bottom of the 
ulcer very fenfibly/' 

Concerning the cure, after recommending 
local applications that are " cold and dry,** in a 
.fenfe not intelligible to the modern furgeon, he 
adds, " If thefe anfwer not expe&ation, you rnuft 
proceed with more ftrong medicaments, But 
by the authority of the ancients, you muft scarify 
thefe ulcers, or fome way provoke them to bleed, 
that the sharp humours may thereby be dis- 
charged. Then wafh them with fome drying 
medicaments, which may alfo reftrain the influx 
of the humours, as aqua cahis> aruginosa, or 
aluminosa, &c. &c." 

" But," continues he, " if this ulcer be with 
rottenness and putrtfaffion, you are to proceed 
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with detergents, z& unguenfum JEgyptiacum, tnercu- 
rius precipitatus, puhis undronis, muse, alio 
caustic, and aSlual cautery. 

cc To thefe applications, objeftions have been 
made ; and, but a little above, medicaments are 
by myfelf propofed, drying without errosion-, but 
when thefe take no place, we proceed to ftronger * 
and where there is putrefaction, you will find ule 
for the ftrongeft fort of medicaments, as the aftual 
cautery, it not only ferving to remove the corro- 
sive flesh, but to • check the malignity, and 
ftrengthen the weak part. But, in cafe that will 
not be admitted of, you muft proceed with the 
other, and the while defend the parts about with 
refrigerants -, and, after feparation of the corrupt 
flelh, treat it by sarcotics, and epulotics, as hath 
been elfewhere faid." 

To thefe remarks, in which the author feems 
to have taken Celfus principally for his model, 
fucceeds a detail of eight cafes, or cc obferva- 
tionsj" the two laft of which only feem to have 
been of the phagedenic kind, though he aflumes 
the fame of the reft, from their being " difficult 
of cure." — His fixth obfervation defcribes the 
fituation of " A gentleman, of about fifty years 
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of age, of a lean, dry habit of body, labouring 
under a corrofive ulcer, running from the left fide 
of the upper lip near that noftril,- clofe along the 
nofe, to the great cantbus, or corner of the eye, 
penetrating the (kin here and there deeper than 
elsewhere : it fpread alfo without the edges of the 
ulcer, making, as it were, a double furrow along 
the ridge and fide of the nofe, superficially in 
the skin." 

After reciting the external and internal re- 
medies employed, he proceeds: — " By this 
method, I dried up the upper ulcer on the fide 
of the nofe, but the cicatrices were unfeemly, as 
in moft fuch rebellious ulcers they are; we being, 
glad to dry them in any fafliion as we may.— - 
The other ulcers alfo filled up with flefh, and 
afterwards cicatrized in fome parts. The 
deeped ulcers were alfo well-difpofed to it."— 
After fome flay in the country, during which, 
the remedies were perfevered in, he returned 
with cc the ulcer much exafperated, and dis- 
charging a virulent matter, it having corroded 
deep the whole length from his upper lip along 
the cheek into the great canthus, dividing the 
lower lid of the eye, and was pafling between the 
glandula lachrymalis and the eye: it had alfo 
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fpread beneath into that noftril, and had pafled 
its matter through ; and, in truth, the cafe was 
moft deplorable." cc The topical remedies/' he 
obferves, " were only drying medicaments, 
without acrimony, which agreed well with the 
ulcer, but ferved only to palliate it. The ulcer 
fpread itfelf under that eye, fretting the mufcles 
fo, that the eye was drawn by the contrary muf- 
cles to the external canthus, and diftorted fo, as 
it was eafy to fee the optic nerve/' — The author 
concludes the particulars of this miferable cafe, 
by. dating, that cc The patient was attacked with 
the fame difeafe on the other fide, and, at laft, 
fell a vi6tim to its ravages." — The other cafe, 
which feems to fall within the defcription of pha- 
gedenic ulceration, is the following: — 

(€ A gentleman, of about forty years of age, 
of a fanguine completion, and plethoric, had an 
herpes excedens, affe<5Hng the eyelids. It had been 
of fome years growth. It began on the upper 
eyelid, near the cilia, or edge, in a fmall puftule, 
and fpread along the edge to the external can- 
thus, where it eat deeper into the fkin, and by 
errofion, caufed an ulcer of a round figure, of the 
breadth of a filver penny, eating into that corner 
of the membrana conjundliva, and thence the 
length of the lower eyelid, confuming it down- 
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wardsi leaving the neighbouring parts schirrous. 
Its errofion in thefe parts was increafed by the 
continual fluxion of the inflamed eye ; for the 
upper lid, where the herpes firft arofe, was not 
fo much concerned, the original herpes lying 
there, not unlike a hordeolum. Purging, bleed- 
ing from the external jugular vein, and iflues in 
the back, were tried, and €€ front als to intercept 
the descent of humours " " but the event of this 
cafe, with fome occafional abatement and varia- 
tion, was, by no means, unlike the former, for 
the patient, retiring into the country, with a fup- 
ply of the remedies which had apparently rendered 
him fervice, experienced, neverthelefs, fo great 
an increafe of the malady, as to lofe the af- 
fedled eye/* 

The term cancer, applied to this difeafe by 
Celfus, will not be thought difficult of conftruc- 
tion, when it is underftood that this is not the 
only inftance of its mifappli cation by the fame 
writer, who includes eryfipelas, and other ex- 
ternal ulcerations, which have an unlimited di£- 
pofition to extend themfelves, in the clafs of 
cancers. The diftinftions he has made of 
two fpecies of phagedaena, we {hall notice 
hereafter, in tracing Mr, Adams's remarks on 
that head 
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Of the defcription of phagedena given by 
Wifeman, in the preceding extradts, it may not 
be improper here to obfeive, that few who have 
attentively noticed the difeafe, tfill admit that it 
is cc an ulcer with fwelled lips." In this, how- 
ever, and his defcription of noma* <c which eats and 
ipreads without tumour/* and has cc a rottenness 
and putrefaffion" attending it, we trace the dii- 
criminations of Celfus very evidently. 

Of the pt-a&ide recommended by either of 
thefe writers, nothing need be faid. The reader 
will, without difficulty* collect what is material 
from them* as well as obferve what he finds 
difcordant to modern notions relpedting the 
treatment. The difeafe will, undoubtedly, be 
beft underftood by an attention to thofe well 
marked cafes which (land upon record, and to 
^hich it will be fufficient if we refer*. 

The diftinftion of phagedena into two dif- 
tindt lpecies is clearly afcertained by Mr. Adams; 

» 

• Sec Hunter's Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, part. vii. 
page 385 ; Turner on the Venereal Difeafe, page 248 5 Edin- 
burgh Medical E flays, vol. i.j and vol. iii. of the London Me- 
dical Tranfadtions. Thefe cafes are pointed out to our ob* 
Nervation by Mr. Adams. For his excellent obfervations on 
them, fee Treat. Morb. Poifons, page 69, &c. 



** 
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who, remarking on the paffages we have quoted 
from Celfas, and on the general opinions of that 
accurate writer, fays, " What I particularly wifh 
to remark here is his defcription and divifion of 
phagedena into two species. The firft is the 
common phagedena, for which he adviles the 
aftual cautery. The other he defcribes as be- 
ginning with a blackness, or flough, and, if not 
prevented, fpreading to the bladder^ in which 
ftage no afliftance can be given. If this is feated 
on the glans, near the urethra, he advifes the 
fame remedy, with proper care to preferve th£ 
orifice of the urethra; but if the difeafe has pene- 
trated deep, that the knife fhould be ufed."— 
The firft fpecies is by no means uncommon. 
Wifeman's cafes are in point, as well as the in- 
ftance related by Dr. Donald Monro, in the 
London Medical Tranfadtions, but particularly 
the latter. 

The other fpecies of phagedena, Mr. Adams- 
contends, is only defcribed by Celfusi and he 
follows up this remark by the recital (p. 70) of 
a cafe, at fome length, which fell principal!/ 

* See the foregoing extrafts from Celfusi 
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under his own management*. In this, the dif- 
tindtion quoted from that venerable writer, is 
very ftrongly marked, as Mr. Adams obferves, 
in the following words: — cc This cafe," fays he, 
cc in its firft ftage, is exaftly defcribed by Celfus, 
as the phagedena, diftinguifhed by quadam ni- 
grities qua non sentitur sed serpit. It was, in- 
deed, feated on the prepuce, and his dire&ions 
are applicable to the glans, becaufe his principal 
objedt in them is the prefervation of the urethra. 
When phagedena fpreads in this manner, it is 
knpoflible to fay how far the difeafe may h^ve 
extended before the lofs of fubftance fhews itfelf. 
The propriety of the direftion, therefore, to cut 
beyond the difeafed part [pr<ecidendum\ in this 
inftance, and to cauterize in the other, is eafily 
comprehended/' 

It is greatly beyond my purpofe to enter into 
Mr. Adams's reafoning on phagedena of the 
laft (pedes mentioned : neither could it be poffi- 

• It may not be unneceilary to remark, that Mr. Adama 
grounds his diftinclion of the phagedenic from other ulcers, 
whofe limits are more defined, on the circumftance of the 
" callous -edge and bafe," which exifts in the latter, being 
wanting in the former. To this he attributes the more rapid 
progrefs of phagedenic ulceration. See Treatife on Morbid 
Poifons, p. 96. 

I 2 
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ble, within the limits I have prefcribed to myftlf, 
to do fufficient juftice to his ingenuity. The 
fa&, indeed, is, that it is lefs my objeft to launch 
into the depths of any hypothefis, however in- 
genious, than to make it fubfervient to pra&ical 
purpofes; and, for this reafon, I {hall now pro- 
ceed to confider what by pradti doners have been 
reprefented as the moft beneficial treatment of 
phagedena in its different forms. 

In our remarks on this part of the fubjefb, it 
is not a little to be lamented, that we are under 
the neceflity, not only of being concife, but, in a 
great meafure, general; fince we know of no 
fyftem of praftice that has been found fo uni- 
formly beneficial as to be entitled to exclufive 
recommendation. There are two views of the 
fubjedt, however, which it is neceflary for us to 
take. One is of the conftitutional, and the other 
of the local changes, which we fliould endeavour, 
by the ufe of medicine, to produce j and in this, 
both the fpecies of phagedena already fpoken of 
are equally concerned. 

In the phagedena producing black. (loughs, 
there can be no doubt, but the bark, and, in molt 
cafes, opium fliould be reforted to $ the former 
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cfpecially, in large and repeated dofes, fo that the 
conftitution may be invigorated as quickly as 
poflible, arid enabled to refill the progrefs of the 
ulceration before it becomes fo extenfive as to 
deftroy the patient. In all endeavours of this 
kind, the ftate of the pulfe will afford a fufficient 
criterion ; for the difeafe is, in faft, a fpecies of 
mortification, differing chiefly from a common 
fphacelus in its difpofition to affedt parts not pre- 
vioufly inflamed, and (preading rather fuperfici- 
ally than to a great depth. 

In the local treatment, antifeptic applica- 
tions, fuch as the fermenting poultice, are of 
ufej and fo is a mixture of equal parts of Venice 
turpentine and the old compound tindlure of 
myrrh, applied upon lint. Inftances have oc- 
curred, in which a folution of opium, in the pro* 
portion of a drachm to a pint of water, has been 
of lingular fervice. A fpecimen of the pra&icc 
of the old furgeons appears in the treatment re- 
commended by Wifeman, which, proceeding on 
the now exploded lyftem of the humoral patho- 
logy, is generally thought not deferving of at- 
tention. In the phagedena attended c< with 
rottennefs and putrefa&ion," by which is evi-> 
dcntly meant that fpecies which we are now con% 
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fidering, Wifeman's inftru&ions are, in feme 
refpeSs at leaft, worth our remembering, how- 
ever their feverity may deter us from adopting 
them. Thefe, as we have already remarked, 
relate to the application of detergents, as ung. 
/Egyptiac mere, praecipic &c. alio caustic> and 
adual cautery* 



If the experience of that writer afforded any 
Jan&ion to the ufe of fuch means, efpecially of 
the latter, it is to be fuppofed, the good effefted 
by them muft have arifen from the new a£Hon 
brought on being fufficient to counteract the 
difeafed a&k n, and thus to rreft the progrefs of 
the difeafe ; and indeed, where the confequences 
are of fo threatening a nature, there feems no 
rcafon why modern practitioners fhould hefitate 
even to refort to cauftic and actual cautery. 

Of the other fpecies of phagedaena, the treat- 
ment is endlefs, in fo far as even the moft ap- 
proved of our remedies barely elcape the impu- 
tation of inefEcacy. " As long as the conftitution 
retains its fufceptlbility, and the pus the property 
of the pcifon, the irritating caufe will be con- 
ftantly prefent, and ulceration or ahforption* 
with purulent difcharge, will continue without 
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interruption, and with fuch rapidity often, as to 
prevent the formation of the adhefive lamina*, or 
to abforb it as faft as it is formed." What re- 
medies then (hall we refort to in our attempts to 
counteract this kind of progrefs in the true pha- 
gedenic ulcer? 

A remedy much too generally approved, and 
promifcuoufly employed by practitioners, is 
mercury. For an inveftigation into the pheno- 
mena which attend the ufe of that mineral, fur* 
gery is indebted to the author we have fo 
frequently cited in this part of our fubjeft. It 
has been already faid, that an injudicious perfe- 
verance in the ufe of it has, Specially * in the 
crude state of a wound, in very many inftances 
produced phagedena. 

Notwithftanding this, Mr. Adams concludes : 

fC That mercury is a remedy we are juftified in 
trying in all cafes of ulceration that refift common 
topical applications, and reftorativc remedies, 
particularly if unattended with flough. 



• Mr. Hunter defcribes the adhesive lamina as a procefs 
which takes place in ihe formation of an abfeefs, to prevent the 
effufionof the matter.— Vide Adams on Morbid Poifons, p. 9*.. 

* 4 
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4? That where ulceratibn is Unattended with a 
callous edge and base, mercury fhould be exhibited 
with greater caution, and the mercurial salts, for 
the mod part, preferred, 

cc That the secondary ulcers of fome morbid 
poifons yield to l?fs mercury than their primary 
ones. 

" That, in fome inftances, where mercury 
has been freely exhibited before the appearance 
of fecondary ulcers, it has not prevented their*. 
Yet, in thefe fame cafes, when fecondary ulcers 
have appeared^ they have yielded to a much 
llighter mercurial irritation than was inefic&ually 
railed to prevent them, 

w That blotches, or ulcers, which appear 
aticr the cure of fecondary ulcers, feem, in the 
ntmner in which they yield to mercury, to bear 
the tome analogy to fecondary ulcers,as fecondary 
one* do to primary, : 

" Ami, lattly, that if a primary^ uker;whe- 
thei of the Houghing or true phagedena, fhould, 
iU tlill, rriulc to yield to mercury, we may be 
lulhlUtile in attempting it a fecond time, with 
Hi nrt caution, cither when we conceive the diteafe 
kept up by habit* or fo far familiarized to t$C 
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conftitution, that the novelty of the mercurial 
ftimulus may be fufficient to excite a new aftion, 
however temporary*." 

Of the cc mercurial falts," there is no prepa-. 
ration To fuitable in the treatment of phagedena, 
as hydrargyrus muriatus, the effefts of which are 
fo far removed from thofe of quickfilver, in its 
fimpler forms, as to haVe induced Sir. John: 
Pringle to deny it the character of ? Ipecific in 
the venereal luesf , 

This circumftance renders it peculiarly eligi- 
ble where we wifh to produce, by internal reme- 
dies, a new aftion in any forej but even this 
preparation is to be ufed, in the cafes we are now 
fpeaking of, with the greateft circumlpedtion.— 



9 It is not to to be forgotten, that this ingenious writer's 
view of phagedena has a principal reference to its occurrence 
in venereal cafes ; the general application of his conclufions is t 
however, very obvious, and I regret that the limits I have 
propofed to this work, 60 not admit of my going at length 
into an analyGs of hjs doctrine. The reader, however, may be 
gratified by a reference to chap. y. of the Treatife on Morbid 
Poifons, p. 99. 

t Indeed, every furgeon knows how rarely this prepara- 
tion excites^ /ya/wn. 
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It ftiould be exhibited in very fmall dofes, and 
diffufed in confiderable draughts of fome kind of 
fluid, as a decottion of farfaparilla, guaiacum, 
mezereon, or cinchona. From an eighth to a 
quarter of a grain, repeated twice, or, at moft, 
thrice, in the day, I fhould deem fufficient. 

The ufe of this remedy is fometimes ad van- 
tageoufly accompanied with the extradts of 
cicuta, hyociamus, belladonna, &c. which, in* 
deed, feem to be as ufeful co- operants as any 
that can be chofen. It frequently happens, how- 
ever, that the mercurial falts are not merely in- 
effectual, but pernicious, and that the phagedenic 
difpofition threatens to grow more confiderable 
during their exhibition* The difcontinuance of 
this plan then becomes a matter of courfe, and in 
lieu of the muriated quickfilver, it may be ad- 
vifable to make trial of fome of the vitriolated 
metals, more efpecially thofe of iron and 2inc, as 
being lefs innoxious than copper, &c. and, of 
courfe, admitting of a more liberal and long con- 
tinued exhibition. The ferrum ammoniacak ir 
alfo a remedy of great efficacy, and may be given 
to a very confiderable extent*; yet I have found 

* Mr. Juftamond gave it, in fome cafes of cancer, in the 

dofe of two dram-s in a day. — Vide Surgical Tracts, p. 333. 
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the tin&ura ferri muriati to the full as effectual 
when the narcotic vegetable extra&s have been 
given at the fame time* 

Of arsenic, as remedy, it muft be confeffed, of 
confiderable powers, but dangerous in its exhibi- 
tion, in almoft every form, I fhall fay little at 
prefent 5 as fome general remarks on if will be 
neceflary when we come to fpeak of the cancerous 
ulcer, for the treatment of which, it has been 
thought more particularly applicable. Inter- 
nally, I know of no preparation of arfenic fo little 
dangerous as that with kalis and externally, 
none more ferviceable than that with antimony $ 
from a very flight application of which, I have 
occafionally feen a favourable change produced 
in the a&ion of fuperficial phagedenic ulcerations* 

Some of the remedies ufed internally are alfo- 
good as topical applications. We have already 
mentioned arfenic in this view, but the obferva- 
tion applies yet more clofely to the extra&s of the 
narcotic vegetables, efpecially when combined 
with fbme of the neutral fairs, as vitriolated mag- 
nefia, &c. or with borax, which will now and 
then be found to anfwer a good purpofe. Mu- 
riated quickfilver comes alio within the fame 
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defcription. If diflblved in a few drops of murK 
atic acid, and afterwards diluted fufficiently with 
diftilled water, it ranks with the beft of our 
topical remedies, not only in the ulcer of which 
we are treating, but in common ulcers, where a 
ftimulus is wanting. 

In the phagedenic ulcer, we often find that 
the fame remedies will fucceed beft in the form 
of a poultice 4 Arfenic may fometimes do more 
fervice when applied after this manner, than in 
the way we have mentioned above. One grain 
being diflblved in diftilled water, and the folution J 
carefully filtered, a cataplafm may be made, by 
the addition of bread crumbs and linfeed meal. 
It is almoft needlefs to add, that the application 
muft be made to the bare furface of the ulceiv 
without any intervening drefling of lint, &c. 
which, however, fome furgeons think ftould 
never be omitted*. The aFfenical poultice wilt* 
in all likelihood, give confiderable pain, and re- 
quire to be removed fooner than any common 



* This, indeed, is to be regulated according to circum* 
fiances ; fince, as has been observed in fpeaking of common 
ulcers, different parts of a fore will fometimes require to be 
frotefted from the effe&s of any general application we 
may ufe. 
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application j but it will often change the aftion 
of the fore, and, for a time, at lead, produce 
healthy appearances. Another beneficial kind 
of poultice, in fimilar cafes, is the cataplasma 
effervescent already fpoken of. The carbonic 
acid, which is gradually extricated from it, and 
brought into contaft with the ulcer, has, in va- 
rious inftances, proved of fervice, A folution d£ 
common foap, formed into a cataplafm, has alfo 
its merits; though, like any other remedy the 
pra&itioner may adopt, it is not equally ufeful in 

all cafes. 

» 

There are, befides, a variety of topics, which 
may be ufed in the form of a powder, with fome 
chance of advantage. Hydrargyrus nitratus 
ruber, prepared verdigrife, and fome of the nar- 
cotic vegetables, in a pulverized ftate, are of this 
kind. Rhubarb, columba, and fquills, though 
more efficacious in promoting the healing of the 
common ulcers of long (landing, are alfo worthy 
of a trial j for where all is uncertainty, the re- 
moteft hope even fhould be encouraged. 

It is to be obferved, that in the application of 
remedies fo oppofitc in their apparent tendency, 
there is great room for the exercife of the fur- 
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geon's judgment and difcretion. To thofe pha- 
gedenic ulcers, which affe£t the furface chiefly, 
" ulceration going on in the furrounding Aria, 
while a new fkin forms in the centre, and keeps 
pace with the ulceration, exhibiting an irregular 
fore, like a worm-eaten groove, all round," thofe 
ftimulating topics, which tend to alter the aftion 
©f parts, may be ufed with lefs referve ; while, 
on the other hand, the treatment of thofe cafes, in 
which the ulceration is difpofed to penetrate, and 
where a great degree of inflammation, pain, and 
irritation fubfift, muft, of courfe, be ma- 
naged with greater delicacy. Notwithftanding 
this, it is to be dbferved, that the exiftence of 
pain .and kritatieiv which frequently feem to be 
aggravated by mild, relaxing, and more particu- 
larly greafy applications* is no reafon why fharp 
remedies fhould not be made choice of; but 
rather the contrary, fince, in overpowering the 
difeafed adion, which may have become ha- 
bitual in the ulcer, we often exercife the oniy 
means of eSeding a cure. 

In the phagedenic adtions, which, in many 
cafes, fucceed thofe of the venereal poifon, or 
rather of the poifon of the mercury, almoft all 
the remedies we have named have been occa- 
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fionally tried. Mr. Hunter, indeed, fpeaks very 
fully of them*, and intimates, among other 
means of treating buboes which have become 
phagedenic, a pradtice ufual at the Lock Hos- 
pital, of applying gold-refiner's wateir to them.— 
He alfo mentions the mezereon as a ufeful me- 
dicine, in feme inftanees, and the copious inters 
nal exhibition of the juice of oranges* as recofri* 
mended by Dr. Fordyce. 

Thofe, indeed, who read with attention that 
invaluable work in which thefe hints appear, will 
anticipate much of the information we have been 
able to convey, as to the remedies pofleffing a 
greater or lefe (hare of cortfequence in the treat- 
ment of phagedena. — For this reafon, we (hall 
not extend this part of our fubjeit farther than t» 
remark, that the greateft uncertainty exifts as to 
the eflfefts even of the moft reputed of our reme- 
dies i and that a patient and perfevering trial of 
each in fucceffion, will often be necefiary* before 
any will be attended with the falutary confer 
quences for which we are anxious. 

* Treatife on the Venereal' Difeafe, part *. diap. *. 
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% $• Of the Cancerous Ulcer. 

That kind of ulcer which authors have 
chofen to diftinguifli by the appellation of can- 
cerous y is a difeafe very different from that to 
which the term properly belongs. It is fuppofed 
to arife from fome exifting virus in the conftitu- 
tion, to attack the fkin more commonly than 
any of the deeper feated parts, and to appear in 
the face more frequently than in any other part 
of the body. Thofe who have attempted a de* 
fcription of this ulcer, as diftih<5t from the true 
cancer, have certainly been milled by the ano- 
malous charafter which mod unmanageable 
ulcers are apt to affume j and have only ufed 
the term cancerous, becaufe none more appropri- 
ate feemed to prefent itfelf; for certainly that 
difeafe, which they defcribe as cancer, can have 
no pretentions to the name, were it only from the 
mere circumftance of its. being, in many in- 
fiances, curable* 

This kind of ulcer cc is a malignant, corro- 
ding fore, upon the fkin, the furface of which is 
glofly and fhining, and furnifhes an offenfive and 



Cancerous Ulcer. 129 

ichorous difcharge. It partakes of fome of the 
{hooting, lancinating, darting pain of the cancer ; 
though not nearly in fo great a degree. But the 
great distinction between that and the true cancer 
is, that its edges are not indurated and tucked in, or 
inverted^ as thole of the true canter. The true 
cancer cannot be cured without extirpation 5 the 
cancerous ulcer very frequently admits of a cure. 
The latter, now and then, makes its appearance 
after the venereal chancre, for the corrofive, 
creeping, and malignant ulcer, that comes on 
after that complaint, is of this kind/ 9 

In thefe terms has one of the moft eminent of 
the public teachers of the pra&ice of furgery 
fpoken of what has been ufually called the can- 
cerous ulcer ; but though, in his defcrrption of 
it, there is no deviation from what may be fup- 
pofed the received opinions on the fubjeft, it is 
by no means difficult to perceive, that this kind 
of ulcer has not the remoteft alliance to cancer, 
and certainly has therefore been improperly hi- 
therto confidered as a fpecies of carcinoma. Al- 
though the pain is defcribed as lancinating, like 
that of cancer, yet two of the ftrongeft characters 
of the atter difeafe ai;e wanting, namely, the in- 
curvated, or expanded ftate of the edges, and the 
uniformly fatal event. 

K 
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But if any thing farther were neccfl&ry to 
lhew the erroneous grounds on which an ulcer 
that is not £ cancer is termed cancerous, it would 
be found in the concluding lines of the foregoing 
description, where that fpecies of ulcer which 
arifes from the aftion of a morbid poifcn on the 
penis, and which we have already fpoken of in the 
fe&ion on phagedenic ulcer, is confounded with 
Cancer. After ftating theft reafons, we fhall not 
be expe&ed to accede to a diftin&ion in itfelf fb 
clearly fallacious; but rather to apply ourfelves 
to the confidtration of the true cancer in ijts ul- 
cerated (late; not, it muft be confeffed, with the 
Vain hope of wholly preventing fcs ultimate conse- 
quences *, but, at leaft, with a view of retarding its 
progrefs, alleviating its violence, and contributing 
to render fomewhat lefs irkfome die lives of thofe 
who are unfortunately the feffering vi&ims of 
this dreadful malady. 

By the term cancerous ulcer > then, we rtiean a 
cancer m its advanced ftage, when the difeafe 
ceafcs to be what is called occult. 

Of the progreflive fteps by which thi* crtrel 
difeafe advances to that ftafc, we fhall here fay a 
few words by way of mtrodu&ion. When this 
difeafe takes place in glandular parts, and parti- 
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cularly in the breafts of women, a number of 
hard chords are found to extend themfelves in 
different diredtions from the principal tumour. 
To this circumftance, which prefents to the ima- 
gination the idea of a refemblance to a crab, is 
owing the name by which the earlieft writers 
have diftinguifhed a complaint, for which, in- 
deed, nothing more appropriate can be devifed 
£6 long as we remain, as at prefenc, fo entirely in 
the dark refpe&ing its true nature. 

As theft hard chords, which are nothing 
more than inflamed and hardened abforberrt vef* 
fck diverging from the principal tumour* were 
obferved by the ancients to occur in other ul- 
cerations than thofe to which, in our days, the 
term cancerous is confined, ir became common 
with them to confider as cancers various com- 
plaints, which, in the more improved ftate of 
forgery among the moderns, were afterward* 
placed in a very different clafs. 

When a hard tumour, which has cxi&cd a 
long time in the breaft, without either dimi- 
nifhing or encreafing, and without giving any 
pain, begins at length to grow uneafy,. to extend 
gradually in ks dimenfions, and to be a&dkcd 
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with occafional pungent and lancinating pains, 
there is reafon to fufpedt that it is taking on the 
cancerous adtiori. This is not, however, invari- 
ably the cafe ; fince many inftances have occur- 
red, where the tumour has fallen into a ftate of 
inflammation, and even been attended with that 
peculiar kind of pain which moft of all is to be 
fulpedted, and yet the difeafe has not proved to 
be of that fatal nature, but the patient has re- 
ceived a certain, though tedious cure; Thefe 
inftances, when they do occur, are eagerly laid 
hold of by quacks and the venders of noftrums ; 
and are advertifed as inftances of the efficacy of 
their plans, which unwary perfons, really afie&ed 
with cancer, are fometimes drawn in to make 
trial of, at the expence, perhaps, of the only 
relburce which remains for their fecurity. 

The lips, the tongue, the face, the penis, and 
tefticles, are the moft common fituations of can- 
cer in men : in women, it is ufually confined to 
the breafts, the uterus, and the reftum j though, 
in either fex, any of the foft parts may be at- 
tacked by it. 

The difeafe does n£ ptftfbn the fame ap- 
pearance in every inftance, but, in common with 
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fome other local affe&ions, is fo far influenced by 
the peculiarity of ftrufture of the part affe&ed, 
as to exhibit very diftindt appearances. Thefe, 
indeed, have borne'fo little refemblance in fome 
inftances, as to have tempted pra&itioners to 
deny that the general term cancer could be 
ftriftly applied to them. The cancer of the 
uterus, at leaft, has been thought a very fair ex- 
ception* ; and not only that of the redtum, but 
every carcinomatous aflfedtion which begins on 
the (kin, or parts fuperficially fituated, feems 
clearly diftindt from the fame difeafe in the breafts 
pr other fecreting glands. 

A preceding or preparatory ftage of this 
difeafe authors have diftinguifhed by the' name 
of scbirrus The fchirrous ftate of a gland is that 
in which the tumour gives no uneafinefs, and, 
in which, the (kin does not l'ofe its natural 
colour. Every indurated and infenfible tumour 
in a gland is, therefore, ftridtly fpeaking, a fchir- 
rus: the term, however, is never applied to 
fuch affedtions, unlefs thev threaten to terminate 
in cancer. 

• See Adanft on Morbid Poifons, p. 177. 
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There are fome difeafes which appear to have 
a falutary effeft on the human body, and many 
which, though injurious, are neverthelefs re- 
moveable by the efforts of nature herfelfV but, 
unhappily, there are fome alfo whofe career fhe 
feems to have no means of impeding, and which, 
if not within the reach of our art to remove, 
prove.invariably deftrudtive of human life. Na- 
ture herfelf is, in various inftances, fufficient to 
the removal of indurated tumours of the glands ; 
thole, at leaft, which arc simple in their nature, 
and not produced by any inherent or communi* 
cated virus. In hard tumours of the milk-breaft, 
her exertions may take "place without the pa- 
tients adverting to them, and may prove fuccefe- 
ful j yet in fome the painful procefs of fuppura- 
tion becomes indifpenfible. Where the latter 
fails to take place, however, for want of fufficient 
vigour in the conftitution to produce phlegmon, 
and where the coagulated milk remains unab- 
forbed for a period, perhaps, of feveral years, it 
is natural to fuppofe, that it will acquire fome 
malignant properties in the end, and that difeafe 
will be the confequence. When a hard tumour 
of this kind fubfifts,.if may or may not lead to 
confequences of a ferious nature. Happily, in 
far the greateft number of inftances, nothing 
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mifchievous occurs: but where any farther 
morbid change begins to take place, it is mate- 
rially incumbent on the patient to be watchful, 
and, if neceflary, to fet an example of falutary 
fortitude to others in the fame predicament, by 
fubmitting even to the moft fevere method by 
which a fatal termination may, in almoft every 
inftance* be prevented. 

Women, who have become mothers, in many 
fucceflive inftances, thofe efpecially who have 
unnaturally withheld their milk from their off- 
lpring, are more particularly liable, for obvious 
reafons, to indurations of the breafts. Thofe 
glands being repeatedly called into aftion by 
pregnancy and its confequences, are etfpofed to 
danger in proportion as the inftances are nume- 
rous j and, perhaps, there is no mean* of avoid- 
ing the poflible bad confequences of a retention 
of the coagulated milk equal to the natural one 
of giving fuck ; a practice, to which it is equally 
the duty and intereft of every mother to 
conform. 

Where thefe duties, however, have been 
negle&ed, and even where they have been ftri&ly 
performed, (for this difeafe will happen in either 
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cafe, though the chance of it in the former is not, 
probably, fo confiderable) an indurated fwelling 
may take place, and remain, perhaps, without 
alteration till the arrival of that period of life 
when the breafts (independant of pregnancy) are 
brought a fecond time into a ftate of fympathy 
with the uterus, namely, when the menses are 
about to be difcontinued. 

The great caution required at that particular 
crifis is well known to the fex, and to every me- 
dical pra&itioner ; for it is then when fbme im- 
portant changes, either of a falutary or morbid 
tendency, are wrought in the female conftitution. 
Either nature effe&s her purpofe in a lenient and 
favourable manner, or the latent feeds of fomc 
difeafe are ripened into maturity, and fome 
chronic malady is eftablifhed, which either cuts 
fliort the patient's exiftence, or makes it painful 
to her ; and happy is (he, if Providence avert 
from her the lingering affii&ions of a cancerous 
affedion of the bread or" uterus. 

With regard to the latter difeafe, although it 
forms no part of our plan to treat of it in this 
place, I cannot help hazarding a conje&ure, 
which I think will not prove wholly unfupported 
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by fafts : fome, indeed, have fallen within my own 
knowledge, fufficiently ftriking to juftify at leaft, 
I will not fay an opinion on the fubjeft, but a 
query, which pra&itioners may anfwer to them- 
felves as they think proper; — Is there not a pro- 
bability that the praftice of ignorant midwives, 
of dilating the mouth of the uterus during 
labour, by which it may fairly be prefumed lace- 
ration fometimes happens, is among the caufes 
which occafion cancer ? Whenever this hap- 
pens,' as lacerated parts cannot unite by the firft 
intention, but a floughing of their whole furface 
muft take place, is it not poflible, that, whilft this 
procefs is going on at the fame time with that of 
the diminution of the uterus, an irregular cica- . 
trix may be formed, and that cicatrix fubjeft to 
a new laceration on every fubfequent parturition? 
If thefe may be anfwered in the affirmative, it 
does not appear to me difficult to conceive that 
fuch a thickening or morbid alteration of ftruc- 
ture in the part may take place, as, in the evening 
of life, may end in a cancer of the uterus. 

To this fuppofed caufe, may we not alfo add 
the retention, which it is poflible may occur, of 
fome fmall portion of the membranes ? For 
though the lochia are evidently defigned by 
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cafe, though the chance of it in the former is not, 
probably, fo confiderable) an indurated fwelling 
may take place, and remain, perhaps, without 
alteration till the arrival of that period of life 
when the breafts (independant of pregnancy) are 
brought a fecond time into a ftate of fympathy 
with the uterus, namely, when the menses are 
about to be difcontinued. 

The great caution required at that particular 
crifis is well known to the fex, and to every me- 
dical pra&itioner $ for it is then when fome im- 
portant changes, either of a falutary or morbid 
tendency, are wrought in the female conftitution. 
Either nature effe&s her purpofe in a lenient and 
favourable manner, or the latent feeds of fome 
difeafe are ripened into maturity, and fome 
chronic malady is eftablifhed, which either cuts 
fliort the patient's exiftence, or makes it painful 
to her ; and happy is (he, if Providence avert 
from her the lingering affii&ions of a cancerous 
affedtion of the bread or" uterus. 

With regard to the latter difeafe, although it 
forms no part of our plan to treat of it in this 
place, I cannot help hazarding a conje&ure, 
which I think will not prove wholly unfupported 
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by fafts : fome, indeed, have fallen within my own 
knowledge, fufficiently ftriking to juftify at leaft, 
I will not fay an opinion on the fubjeft, but a 
query, which pxa&itioners may anfwer to them- 
felves as they think proper; — Is there not a pro- 
bability that the praftice of ignorant midwives, 
of dilating the mouth of the uterus during 
labour, by which it may fairly be prefumed lace- 
ration fometimes happens, is among the caufes 
which occafion cancer ? Whenever this hap- 
pens,' as lacerated parts cannot unite by the firft 
intention, but a floughing of their whole furface 
muft take place, is it not poflible, that, whilft this 
procefs is going on at the fame time with that of 
the diminution of the uterus, an irregular cica- , 
trix may be formed, and that cicatrix fubjeft to 
a new laceration on every fubfequent parturition ? 
If thefe may be anfwered in the affirmative, it 
does not appear to me difficult to conceive that 
fuch a thickening or morbid alteration of ftruc- 
ture in the part may take place, as, in the evening 
of life, may end in a cancer of the uterus. 

To this fuppofed caufe, may we not alfo add 
the retention, which it is poflible may occur, of 
fome fmall portion of the membranes ? For 
though the lochia are evidently defigned by 
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cafe, though the chance of it in the former is not, 
probably, fo confiderable) an indurated fwelling 
may take place, and remain, perhaps, without 
alteration till the arrival of that period of life 
when the breafts (independant of pregnancy) are 
brought a fecond time into a ftate of fympathy 
with the uterus, namely, when the menses are 
about to be difcontinued. 

The great caution required at that particular 
crifis is well known to the fex, and to every me- 
dical pra&itioner ; for it is then when fbme im- 
portant changes, either of a falutary or morbid 
tendency, are wrought in the female conftitution. 
Either nature effe&s her purpofe in a lenient and 
favourable manner, or the latent feeds of (bme 
difeafe are ripened into maturity, and fome 
chronic malady is eftablifhed, which either cuts 
fhort the patient's exiftence, or makes it painful 
to her ; and happy is (he, if Providence avert 
from her the lingering affii&ions of a cancerous 
affedtion of the bread or' uterus. 

With regard to the latter difeafe, although it 
forms no part of our plan to treat of it in this 
place, I cannot help hazarding a conje&ure, 
which I think will not prove wholly unfupported 
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by fafts : fome, indeed, have fallen within my own 
knowledge, fufficiently ftriking to juftify at leaft, 
I will not fay an opinion on the fubjeft, but a 
query, which pra&itioners may anfwer to them- 
felves as they think proper; — Is there not a pro- 
bability that the praftice of ignorant midwives, 
of dilating the mouth of the uterus during 
labour, by which it may fairly be prefumed lace- 
ration fometimes happens, is among the caufes 
which occafion cancer ? Whenever this hap- 
pens,' as lacerated parts cannot unite by the firfl: 
intention, but a floughing of their whole furface 
muft take place, is it notpoflible, that, whilft this 
procefs is going on at the fame time with that of 
the diminution of the uterus, an irregular cica- . 
trix may be formed, and that cicatrix fubjeft to 
a new laceration on every fubfequent parturition ? 
If thefe may be anfwered in the affirmative, it 
does not appear to me difficult to conceive that 
fuch a thickening or morbid alteration of ftruc- 
ture in the part may take place, as, in the evening 
of life, may end in a cancer of the uterus. 

To this fuppofed caufe, may we not alfo add 
the retention, which it is poffible may occur, of 
fome fmall portion of the membranes ? For 
though the lochia are evidently defigned by 
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cafe, though the chance of it in the former is not, 
probably, fo confiderable) an indurated fwelling 
may take place, and remain, perhaps, without 
alteration till the arrival of that period of life 
when the breafts (independant of pregnancy) are 
brought a fecond time into a ftate of fympathy 
with the uterus, namely, when the menses are 
about to be difcontinued. 

The great caution required at that particular 
crifis is well known to the fex, and to every me- 
dical pra&itioner ; for it is then when fome im- 
portant changes, either of a falutary or morbid 
tendency, are wrought in the female conftitution. 
Either nature effe&s her purpofe in a lenient and 
favourable manner, or the latent feeds of fome 
difeafe are ripened into maturity, and fome 
chronic malady is eftablifhed, which either cuts 
fhort the patient's exiftence, or makes it painful 
to her 5 and happy is (he, if Providence avert 
from her the lingering afflidions of a cancerous 
affe&ion of the breaft or" uterus. 

With regard to the latter difeafe, although it 
forms no part of our plan to treat of it in this 
place, I cannot help hazarding a conje&ure, 
which I think will not prove wholly unfupported 
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by fa&s : fome, indeed, have fallen within my own 
knowledge, fufEciently ftriking to juftify at leaft, 
I will not fay an opinion on the fubjeft, but a 
query, which pra&itioners may anfwer to them- 
felves as they think proper; — Is there not a pro- 
bability that the praftice of ignorant midwives, 
of dilating the mouth of the uterus during 
labour, by which it may fairly be prefumed lace- 
ration fometimes happens, is among the caufes 
which occafion cancer ? Whenever this hap- 
pens,' as lacerated parts cannot unite by the firfl: 
intention, but a floughing of their whole furface 
muft take place, is it notpoflible, that, whilft this 
procefs is going on at the fame time with that of 
the diminution of the uterus, an irregular cica- . 
trix may be formed, and that cicatrix fubjeft to 
a new laceration on every fubfequent parturition? 
If thefe may be anfwered in the affirmative, it 
does not appear to me difficult to conceive that 
fuch a thickening or morbid alteration of ftruc- 
ture in the part may take place, as, in the evening 
of life, may end in a cancer of the uterus. 

* 

To this fuppofed caufe, may we not alfo add 
the retention, which it is poffible may occur, of 
fome fmall portion of the membranes ? For 
though the lochia are evidently defigned by 
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nature to wafh away whatever, by being retained, 
may, one time or other, become capable jpf 
afting as a virus on the part, we well know that 
thefe falutary difcharges are, in many inftances, 
very fparingly produced; and they may, of 
courfe, be infufficient to the propofed end. — 
That the long retention or confinement, in any 
part of the body, of any excretion or excremen- 
titious fubftance which nature defigned to expel 
from the body, may render fuch fubftance a 
poifon to the animal, is not difficult to imagine, 
I am aware, indeed, that fome fafts may be ad- 
duced that appear to militate ftrongly againft this 
fuppofition. Among thefe, the powers of the 
conftitution in removing large extravafatipn o£ 
blood, and of abforbing aneurifmal tumours, 
rank foremoft. The cafes on record, of extra- 
uterine geftation, alfo fhew to what an extraordi- 
nary length nature will extend her efforts to 
prevent the* evil which muft otherwife refult from 
her own deviations*. But it is not in thefe ex- 
tenfive inftances that I conceive the poffibility of 
future mifchief to exift. Where blood (which, 

• My friend, Dr. Chefton, is in poffeflion of an extra, 
uterine foetus, which, with the inverting membranes, became 
completely olfified, during its retention in the abdomen of the 
mother for a peiiod of forty years I 
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by the way, poflcfling life in itfelf, and being alfo 
enable of organization* is, on thofe accounts, 
hardly a proper fubjedt of comparifon in the 
prcfent cafe) is diffufed in fuch quantity as to be 
beyond the power of the furrounding abforbents 
to difpofe of, its qualities degenerate ; and fome, 
at leaft, of the changes, which blood would un- 
dergo if placed in the fame degree of heat out of 
the body, take place, and an abfeefs is occafioned 
by -the irritating quality it has acquired in its 
confinement. 

Now if blood, the fluid moft congenial, as has 
juft been obferved, to the animal, iblids, is capa- 
ble of producing, comparatively, in fo fhort a 
period, an injurious effedt upon them, is it any 
thing improbable, that a minute quantity of any- 
fluid originally ina&ive, yet capable of a more 
deleterious change, after being retained till that 
period when the declining powers of the confti- 
tution no longer are capable of refitting its effe&s, 
fhould eftablifh a difcafe deftruftive of the part 
on which it is fituated? It will be faid, perhaps, 
that this reafoning does not apply to the solid 
fubftance which I have introduced within the 
fphere of this general conjefture, as to the pofli- 
ble caufes of cancerated uterus. But the ob- 
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jeftion is eafily anfwered, fince the natural change 
of a folid animal fubftance, retained under fuch 
circumftances as I have fuppofed, is a change 
(flowly performed, it may be admitted) from a 
folid to a fluid (late; yet, if the contrary were the 
cafe, I do not fee that any oppofite conclufion 
would refult. 

That animal bodies are capable of producing 
poifons that will aft with fomc feverity on the 
bodies of others, of the fame fpecies, a late writer 
has, I think, indifputably ihewn*. That our 
own bodies are capable of generating poifons 
capable not only of temporary, but permanent 
mifchief to ourfelves, I alfo conceive may be 
juftly fufpefted. I (hall not, however, purfue 
this digreffion any farther, though it will, proba- 
bly, occupy me on fome future occafion. 

When a fchirrous tumour has advanced to a 
cancerous ftate, the hardened fubftance takes on 
fome degree of irregularity -, and not only be- 
comes more or lefs attached to the part on whfch 
it grows, but advances, in a certain degree, 
towards the fkin, which, even whilft lax, partici- 

* Vide Adams on Morbid Poifons. 
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pates in the difeafe, and forms a kind of tucking 
in, or fiflure. At this part the alteration com- 
monly begins, which gives the difeafe the name 
of an open (in oppofition to the term occult) 
cancer ; and from this breaking kind of ftate, it 
gradually proceeds to fuch a procefs of ulceration, 
and confequent difcharge of matter, as calls for 
the daily renewal of fome kind of external 
drefling. 

It is not uncommon with praftitioners who 
have few opportunities of marking the progref-* 
five fteps by which the cancerous ulcer is efta- 
blifhed, to confider as fuch other kinds of ul- 
ceration, (particularly of glandular parts) which 
have a ftrong degree of malignity in themfelves, 
arid have alfo refembled cancer in their Jponta- 
neous beginning, their flow progrefs, and the 
pain they have been, attended with. Hence wc 
fee the importance, not only of obtaining from 
the patient an accurate and circumftantial hiftory 
of the complaint, but alfo of being able to dif- 
tinguifh which of his fymptoms are> and which are 
not, fair lyVefer able tocaufes of a cancerous nature. 

- It is not in every cafe, however, that the pro- 
grefs of a cancerous affe&ion is flow 3 for, al- 
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though in the generality of inftances, a period of 
fome years elapfes before it paffes through its 
preparatory ftages, in fome habits the difeafe 
becomes compleat even in the courfc of a few 
months. In fuch cafes, there are fucceffive and 
violent attacks of local inflammation, and the 
confutation alio fuffers by a correfponding de- 
gree of fever ; each apparently adting in fbeccf- 
fion as caufe and. effeft : for it is by no means 
Uncommon to find the fever preceding the re- 
newal of the local inflammation. That the fyftem 
is very materially concerned in cancerous affec- 
t-ions, is evident from • the loofe texture of the 
blood which has been found to prevail in perfoaw 
prec&fpofed to it. On this principle, perhaps, 
we may account for the difpofition to hemor- 
rhage fo prevalent in the open ftate of cancer, and 
Bkewife for the extraordinary acrimony, cono- 
fivenefs, and peculiar fcetor of the discharge. 

A confideraWe difchargc of this kind gene- 
rally takes place even before the ulceration ca» 
be faid to have any extent .„ of flat furfece. Dr, 
Adair Crawford, in the Philofophical'Traniac- 
tions, vol. 80, page 391, has given an account 
of fome experiments, made with a view to detect, 
by chemical agency, the nature of cancerous 
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virus ; and I (hall here concifely mention their 
refiilt.— It appears, 

<c 1. That the appearance of a powerful 
volatile alkali is dete&ed in the difcharge. 

a 2. That with this alkali, there is united an 
aerial fluid, poffeffing the chief properties of 
hepatic air. 

" 3. That by the combination of thefe prin- 
ciples, a fort oihepatised arnmvnia is formed, on 
which the deleterious nature of the matter 
depends/' A " peculiar offensive foacar" in the 
difcharge ; " the Veiling of the contiguous 
lymphatic glands ;" and* laftty* <c the corrofion 
ef vefiefe 5" are indications of the exiftencc of the 
/eat cancerous poifonj and fo great are its 
powers of corroding, tkac they a£t not only on* 
the animal fibre, but even on metals. The cele- 
brated; Van Swieten attedges, that he has feen the 
texture of linen rags as completely deftroyed by 
it as if they had been moiftened with nitrous 
acid; it is not very ufaal, however, to witnefs 
thefe effe&s in common cafes. 

The experiments of Dr. Crawford on this 
interesting fubjeft, naturally led hiai to Ibme 
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conje&ures as to the remedy which fhould be 
employed to counteract the cancerous virus.— 
Of this we fhall concifely take notice in the 
courfe of what we have to obferve on the treat- 
ment; and to render that part of the fubjett 
more explicit, it will not be amifs to recur to the 
precife definition of what we confider* as the 
true cancerous ulcer, and what alone ought to go 
by that name. 

cc A cancerous ulcer is attended with a con- 
ftant lenfe of ardent pain: it is irregular in its 
figure, andT commonly'prefents an unequal fur- 
face ; it difcjiarges a fordid, fanious, and fetid 
matter : the edges of the fore are thick,, indu- 
rated, and often exquifitely painful; they arc 
fometimes inverted, at other times retorted, and 
often exhibit a ferrated appearance. The ulcer, 
in its progrefs, is frequently attended with hae- 
morrhages, in confequence of the erofion of 
blood veffels." 

As the difeafe, when arrived at the ftate here 
defcribed, can only be fuccefsfully combated 



• With Mr. Pear fon.— See his Practical Obfer vat ions on 
Cancerous Complaints, p. 78. 
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through the medium of the conftitution; and 
as none of the many remedies propofed have, on 
trial, been found to merit our confidence, it 
would be a wafte of time even, to , Enumerate 
them* we (hall, therefore, dwell principally on 
the local treatment, ffom which we may hope to 
procure for the patient fome temporary advan- 
tages at leaft. 

Our objeft, then, will be: — ift, To alleviate 
the violence of the pain: — 2dly,To amend the dis- 
charge, or, at leaft, correft its fetor:— 3dly, To re- 
tard the extenfion of the ulcer: — 4thly, Toreftrain 
occafional hemorrhages, and prevent their debi- 
litating the fyftem. Let us confider thefe fub- 
jefts in the order in which they ftand. ^j 

1. The remedies capable of alleviating the 
violence of the pain, are both internal and local. 
Of the former, not only opium, but mod of the 
inferior. narcotics, have been varioufly admini- 
flered with confiderable temporary effe<5h It is 
expedient, indeed, at almoft all events, to carry 
the ufe of thefe remedies as far as the immediate 
fafety of the patient will admit ; not forgetting, 
that, in the alleviation of pain, is, perhaps, in- 
volved the prolongation of life $ for debility, the 
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gradual mcreafe of which marks the progrcfs of 
cancer to its fatal termination, is greatly in- 
creafed by long continued and violent pain. 

It is to this property alone in the different 
narcotic vegetables, that many practitioners at- 
tribute their flippofed virtue in cancerous dileafes. 
Pain not only abftra&ly, but relatively, impairs 
the body. Its ftimulus is not merely attended 
with direft morbid confequences, but tends alfo 
indiredtly to the patient's injury, by deftroying 
the appetite, and producing the moft affi&ing 
ffiate of mentai deje&ion. 

It would be a reproach to any one in theleaft 
converlant with medical affairs, to enter at any 
length on the mode in which hemlock, and other 
vegetables of the fame clafs, require to be ex- 
hibited -, I fhall, therefore, pafs over the fubjeft 
fimply by enumerating them, and ^afterwards 
fpeak of the local applications bed calculated to 
dtminifh pain. The narcotic vegetables, exclu- 
five of opium, are cicuta*, aconitum> byosciamus x 

* " On the medicinal properties of hemlock, a great di- 
▼erfiiy of opinions have been maintained ; and for this there is 
a mode of accounting, of which few, per hay*, are aware. 

" According 



t 
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and belledinna\* Extra&s from them, accurately 
prepared, may be adminiftered, from fmall be- 
ginnings to a dofe fufficiently confiderable to 
blunt the feelings of the patient, and render the 
paia of a cancerous ulcer very trifling, in many 



** According to fome writers, but more particularly Dr. 
Withering, there are several ways in ivbicb the views of a mt* 
dual fra&itioner % in prescribing this remedy, may be frustrated f 
The plant chofen for preparing the extract may not be the true 
eonium macula turn, which is diftinguifhed by red fpots along the 
flajk. It may not be gathered when in perfection, namely, 
when beginning to flower. The infpuTation of the juice may 
not have been performed in a water-bath, but, for the fake of 
difpatch, over a common fire. The leaves, of which the pow- 
der is made, may not have been cautioufly dried, and preferred 
in a well-dopped bottle; or if fo, may dill not have been 
guarded from the ill effects of expofure to the light. Or, 
lau%, the whole medicine may have fuffered from the mere 
effects of long keeping. From any of thefe caufes, it is evident, 
the powers of cicuta may have fuffered ; and it happens, no 
doubt, very frequently, that the failure of it ought, in fact, to 
be attributed to one or other of them."— Pharm. Chirurc. 
3<led. p. 113. 



t To this lift a late writer has added the diftilled water 
of laura-cerassus, and nux vomica. He has, however, done 
little more than name thefe remedies. The former, it feems, 
was tried without fuccefs.by Profeflbr Richter, of Gottingen; 
yet wrrilft the effects of it on the human body remain unafrer- 
tajned, a farther trial, it is to be hoped, will be made of it, not 
only in this, but other difeafes, for which, at prefent, no means 
of cure are known. 

L 1 
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inftances, and, in fome, with evident advantage to 
the ulcer itfelf. 



The external remedies to be had recourfe to 
in thefe cafes, are much more various. They 
confift, chiefly, of two defcriptions, to wit, the 
emollient, and the fedative ; and their modes of 
application admit likewife of being confiderably 
varied. Befides employing ftrong infufions of 
the narcotic vegetables already mentioned, either 
in the form of fomentation and poultice, or by 
plegits of lint dipped into them, we may add to 
the lift an infufion of tobacco, a plant pofiefiing, ' 
perhaps, the moft powerful fedative virtues of 
any that have been named. Emollient remedies 
that are (imply fuch, are lefs worthy of our 
choice than thofe laft mentioned, which anfwer 
both intentions. 

Where the ufe of fomentations and poultices 
happens to be ineligible, great eafe may be pro- 
cured by fprinkling the ulcer copioufly with a 
fine powder of the leaves of cicuta. . Sometimes 
the farina of malt alone will have the fame effedfc; 
and the ufe of remedies in this particular form 
has this great advantage, that they abforb the- 
acrimonious difcharge, and thereby prevent 
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much pain, which, from that caufe alone, would 
be felt by the patient. 

On fome occafions, it has been faid, a folution 
of affa-foetida has been found not only to give 
cafe* but to benefit the ulcer. The fame may be 
laid of cold-drawn linfetd oil, in which a fmall 
portion of camphor is diffolved. Other practi- 
tioners have recourfe to thick folutions of the 
narcotic extrafts; : joining with them a due pro- 
portion ,of fal fedativum. Where any of thefe 
are tried, the mode of application h by plegits of 
lint dipped into the mixture, and renewed ac- 
cording to circumftances. 

But a remedy capable of affording much re- 
lief, not only in- this, but aim oft in every view, is 
the application of a blifter at fome little diftance 
from the ulcer. Where the pain occurs in a vio* 
lent degree, it is generally brought on by fome 
frelh attack of inflammation, and the blifter, by 
exciting a powerful ftimulus in its neighbour- 
hood, will frequently have the effeft, commoBnto 
the fame remedy in other cafes, of drawing off in- 
flammation, and confequently the pain. 

2. Of remedies which are calculated to amend 
the difcharge, and corrcft Us feet or, the number* 

* 3 
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corre&ly fpfcaking, is very limited. They all 
confift of fubftances poflefling antifcptic qualities; 
fuch as poultices prepared of turnips, carrots, 
&c. boiled and maflied ; the effervefcing cata- 
plafm*; or, what is bed of all, carbonic acid 
vapour, {fixed air,) applied by an apparatus 
fimilar to that lately recommended, with a cura- 
tive intention, by Dr. Ewartf. 

The bruited leaves of frefh hemlock are alfo 
ferviceable in this view ; as is, likewife, the folu- 
tion of camphor in linfeed oil, mentioned above. 
Some have tried deco&ions of aftringent vegeta- 
bles, particularly cinchona. 

It is here proper to mention the cherhical 
preparation that "Dr. Crawford conceived mod 
likely to deftroy the cancerous virus, which he 
had found to confift in an bepatistd ammonia.— *• 
u His hopes," fays Dr. Nifoet, " were chiefly 
founded on the oxygenated muriatic acid* diluted 
^ith thrice its weight of water, vrfaich, by this 
dilution, gives little paid to cafes that are not 
highly irritable. In fome inftances, he found 
that it correScd the fator, and amended the dis- 

* Cataplafma efiervefcens of the Pharm. Chifurg. 
f See his account of cafes treated by him at Bath. 
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xbarg€i but its good effe&s were by no means 
uniform, for it failed entirely in many othere.-r 
its operation is ftill, therefore, a matter of equal 
uncertainty with moft other applications in this 
difeafe. How for this acid is to he ventured ofi 
internally is to be doubted * and alfo, if ufed in- 
fernally, whether it would produce any ftronger 
^effeft than any other fimple acid/* 

Though there cannot be a doubt but tbeje 
.objections are well founded, as far as relates tp N 
the internal ufe of oxygenated muriatic acid, it 
way, neverthelefs, as an external application* an* 
" fwer the end, to a certain extent, of correding 
the foetor, which is extremely offehfive to the pa- 
tient, and even injurious, fii ce the effluvia 
♦entering the lungs along with the atmofpheric 
-air* greatly injures the purity of the latter. 



3. To retard the extension of the ulcer> i& 
perhaps, a Jtafk of little lefs difficulty than to jef- 
:fe<St its diminution > and tnuft confift in an union 
of the n\eans which we propofe to point out as 
requifite to the feveral indications. To retard 
-the progrefs of a difeafe, we muft adopt all the 
methods that have a tendency towards its cure * 
and therefore* in the ioftance before us, we are 

* 4 
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called upon to employ not only external, but in- 
ternal remedies, and alfo to attend to diet, exer- 
cif^*, and every circumftance by which vigour 
may be imparted to the conftitution, and the ge- 
neral health of the body maintained. 

Of the internal remedies moft beneficial to a 
cancerous ulcer, and which have not been already 
taken in another view, there remain only two to 

•which the fmalleft efficacy can be juftly attri- 
buted j and, unhappily, we are almoft wholly pre- 
cluded from the ufe of one of them, by the danger 
which invariably attends its exhibition. The 
two remedies I (peak of are arfenic and .iron. Of 
the effe&s of the former we have very copious 
accounts in the writings of the late Mr. Jufta- 

•mond, and many others. Thefe are fufficient 
almoft to prohibit the ufe of arfenic entirely in 
any cafe ; yet as fome may be of a different opi-> 
nion, I will, at leaft, here point out a preparation 

- of it certainly liable to fewer objedtions than any 

• other; I mean that ufed at St. Bartholomew's 
Hofpital, under the name of kali arsenicatum\. 

• A kind of cxercife very fuitablc for perfns emaciated 
by a painful difeafe like cancer is swinging, 

f Vide Pharm. NoflTcumii, St. Barthol. or Pharm. Chirurg. 
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With regard to the ufe of iron, it may truly 
be faid, that it has a very confiderable effeft in 
fupporting the fyftem, and leffening debility; 
and it will even produce very flattering appear- 
ances in fome cancerous fores, more efpecially 
thole of the face. The author laft quoted has 
detailed very much at length the refult of his 
trials of that preparation, called ferrum ammoni- 
cale* : it is, of courfe, fuperfluous to enter upon 
the fubjeft here -, yet it is neceffary, perhaps, to 
mention his having alfo employed a ipirituous 
preparation of the fame metal j- as a topic, and, in 
many cafes, with the evident eflfedfc of retarding 
the extension of the cancerous ulcer. 

This preparation, made according to a Ger- 
man recipe, was unneceflarily elaborate; and, 
except in point of cleanlinefs of application, 
poflefled no advantage over the tinlfuraferri mu- 
riati, which Mr. Juftamond afterwards employed 
as a fubftitute. This tin&ure is recommended 
to be applied with a camel's hair brufh upon the 



• Sec theTrcatifc on Cancerous Difcafes, in Juftamond'i 
Surgical T rafts, 4to. page 321.' 

+ Ibid, page 3*4. . 
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thick corliig'cdiTCs of the fore, and to 'iosnc'littlc 
fdiftance around it ; drefling the ulcer itfelf with . 
any other remedy that the ftate of it might fetqa 
tarcfuke. 

Among the means of retarding the progress 
of tfce ulcer, we may aMb very properly reckon 
tfae oecaftonal application of blifters, in the man- 
ner already mentioned; and alio the ufe of the 
trsemcal caustic** from tirae to time* to fuch parts 
of the ulcer>cr of its edges, as are particularly ill- 
conditiOflecL 

It mud beadnakfied, indeed, that the ?fe of 
a&ive cauftics, as a means of retarding a cancerous 
alter p fhould be adopted with great circumipec- 
tion. Whatever creates a£Uve inflamaiation> 
ipreads the cancerous poiiba in an equal propor- 
tion i and unlefe we can qualify our applications 
in fuch a way as to <k&roy without ufiamng^ 
(which caonofc but be a difficult, if not an lcnpof- 
fible tafk,) we Jhall tua feme rifque, not oixlyof 
adding to the patient's prefent fufferings, but alio 
of fpreading the mifchief to parts not before 
afiedted by the difeafe. 

• Ibid, page f$*m 
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In many common ulcers, however, and 
lbnaetimes in the cancerous ulcer, there exift 
parts which, poffefling lefs of life than the fur- 
pounding fubftance, may be deftroyed by a pru- 
dent management of the cauftic, without produ- 
cing much irritation. There is fome difficulty 
too in the applications we may feleft for this pur- 
pofe ; and we have alfo the means of qualifying 
them by the njixture of other fubftances capable 
of adding to that difpofition in certain parts of the 
ulcer, which we have defcribed as favourable to 
the infenfible operation of a cauftic. Thefe fub- 
ftances are not merely fuch as weaken its powers 
in proportion as they extend its bulk, but fuch as 
*& fpecifically on the animal fibre, and by dimi- 
tiifhing its life yet more confiderably than before, 
render it a prey to the efcarotic properties of the 
compofition, with only a flight degree of incon- 
venience to the patient. 

The cauftic moft advifeable in this view, 
therefore, is a mixture of certain proportions of 
antimoniated arfenic*, opium, and camphor, the 
proportions being regulated according to the de- 
gree of irritability and fenfibility exifting in the 

* Arsenicum aniimmatum of the Pharm. Chirurg. 
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part deftined for its a£Hon. The additions to 
the cauftic' fhould, at lead, be equal to two- thirds 
of the bulk of the whole; and, the proportion of 
opium ftiould be about double that of the cam- 
phor : but all thefe circumft^nces muft be matter 
of difcretion with the practitioner, as muft alfo 
the extent of furface to be attacked, the intervals 
to be allowed between each fucceffive applica- 
tion of the cauftic, &c. 

We fhall clofe this part of our fubjeft by 
ihortly remarking, that, among the remedies 
which have been fuggefted for the improvement 
of cancerous ulcers, the internal ufe of the juice 
of the well known plant, called <goose~grass, is not 
unworthy of a trial. It fhould, however, be 
given to fome extent, and continued for a con*- 
fiderable time, before any favourable effefts. arc 
to be expe&ed*. 



• The reader will, probably, have ex peeled, that in the 
enumeration of remedies worthy of a trial in the cancerous 
ulcer, the hemlock bath would not be forgotten ; but as its ufe is 
mollly confined to the cancer of the u erus, and as the fpecific 
effect if the hemlock is not more considerable in this way than 
when taken into the ttomach, it appeared to be unneceflary to 
make mention of it. Ihofe who are cuiious to fe the refult 
of many trials of the hemlock bath, may be gratified by con* 
fulling Mr. Jultamond's Treaiile already referred to. 
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4. The laft objeft of our enquiry is after the 
means of restraining hemorrhages from the can- 
cerous ulcer; and this may be included in a very 
few remarks. W hen a cancerous ulcer is greatly 
advanced, and the matter it difcharges is highly 
corrofive, the ulceration is not confined to the 
mufcular fibres of the part, but preys alfo upon 
die blood-veffels, and every other fubftance in 
its way. 

In cancers, as well as in moft other local 
difeafes in which an unufual quantity of blood is 
derived to the part, both the arteries and veins 
become confiderably enlarged. Even the veins, 
when their coats are corroded, will give vent to 
confiderable quantities of blood ; but when a 
branch of an artery is partially deftroyed, 'the 
hemorrhage becomes far more frrious ; and it 
very often happens, that a repetition of bleeding 
from this caufe, joined to the pre-exifting confti- 
tutional debility, carries off the patient. Nor 
need we wonder at this : the artery thus affe&ed, 
being buried in a difeafed mafs, cannot be fe- 
cured by an operation, as in common cafes; 
while, on the other hand, its being partially > not 
wholly, divided, prevents the ufual natural cure 
of hemorrhage from fmall arteries by fponta- 
neous contradion. Its Situation admits not of 
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preflure, which, indeed, the indurated ftate o( the 
furrounding parts would tend greatly to defeat, 
even if a bandage and comprels could be applied. 
Our chief rcfourcc then, though a poor one, is 
the application of styptics : but the patient's life 
is at flake, and we mull attempt something. 

In applying ftyptics, we are to confider that 
the moft powerful are, in general, fuch as give 
confiderable pain, and excite, what to the utmoft 
we fhould avoid, inflammation. Of this defcrip- 
tion we may inftance the vitriolated metals, par- 
ticularly copper, fpirit of turpentine, alum, and 
many others included in our difpenfatories*— 
Some are of a milder defcription, but, unhappily, 
their efficacy diminifhes in proportion as they are 
lefs ftimulating. It is right that we fhouJd try 
the latter, however, and recur to the former only 
in cafes where the hemorrhage demands a lcfler 
inconvenience, as the price of avoiding a confi- 
derable evil. 

Some very profufe bleedings, it appears, have 
been reftrained by the application of pounded ice 
to the part ; but in thofe which call for the ufc 
of a decifive remedy, the application of a little of 
the arfenical cauftic to the bleeding veflel, is a ftep 
which may very properly be taken, fince, by the 



Cancerous Ulcer. 159 

total obliteration of the vefiel, (which before was 
only partially opened by the corrofion of the dis- 
charge) a flop may be put to the bleeding for 
the prefent, and a fubfequent feparation of the 
cfchar may prevent any future return of ik 

I cannot, however, quit this fubjeft without 
mentioning an empirical preparation, which, 
though deftitute not only of irritating qualities, 
but even of aftringency to the tafte, a&s, never- 
thelefs, as a moft powerful styptic. — I mean the 
liquid difcovered by Mr. Rufpini. From fome 
experience of its effefts in other inftances, I have 
little doubt, but that, as a means of reftraining 
hemorrhage from cancerous ulcers, it is worthy 
of being recommended, particularly as it can 
have no detrimental effeft on the part, as the 
other remedies of this clafs have, in a greater or 
lefs degree, in almoft every i ftance. 

I (hall now conclude this curfory view of the 
fubjeft of ulcers j happy if any hints I have been 
able to throw out (hould prove of utility to my 
profeflional brethren, to mankind, or through the 
influence they may have on furgical pi adtice in 
any refpedh 
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On the mode of treating Ulcers by the mechanical 
concentration of the surrounding skin. 

Since the foregoing pages were prepared 
for publication, I have had the fatisfaftion of 
perufing a treatife, written by Mr. Baynton, an 
eminent furgeon at Briftol, on a new method of 
treating ulcers, which, whether it may or may 
not prove generally fuccefsful, is marked with a 
ftrong feature of ingenuity, and refledts great 
credit on its inventor. 

On perufing that work, I was almoft led to 
apprehend, that any remarks of mine on the 
treatment of ulcers, by the common means, 
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would be fupcrfluous; and that this opprobium 
of furgery was now about to be removed. I 
heartily wifli that had been really the cafe, and 
that my experience of the good effe&s refulting 
from the excellent mode of treatment recom- 
mended, would enable me to fpeak of it in 
terms as fanguine as he has done. But though 
I muft join with others (and glad am I to do fo) 
in confidering Mr. Baynton's difcovery among 
the most important that has ever occurred on the 
fame fubjeft, I am ftill juflified by experience in 
hefitating to admit its claim to uniformity of suc- 
cess, even in the fairest cafes that can occur for 
the experiment. 

After what has been alleged by Mr. Bayn- 
ton on this Angular mode of attempting the cure 
of ulcers ; after the teftimonies in its favour pro- 
duced by others; and after what, in candour, I 
muft allow to be an ample share of fuccefs in the 
application of adhefive flips, in various cafes that 
have been placed under my care at the Infirmary; 
I fhould deem this little publication extremely 
imperfeft, if I did not give my readers a fufficient 
account of the procefs to enable them to make 
the experiment ; and this I cannot do in more 
adequate language than has been ufed by its 
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author, who fays : — "/The parts fhould be firft 
cleared of the hair, fometimes found in confide- 
rable quantities upon the legs, by means of a 
razor, that none of the discharges, by being re- 
tained, may become acrid, and inflame the fkin, 
and that the draftings may be removed with eafe 
at each time of their renewal, which, in fome 
cafes, where the difcharges are very profufe, and 
the ulcers very irritable, may, perhaps, be necef- 
fary twice in the twenty-four hours, but which I 
have, in every inftance, been only under the 
neceflity of performing once in that (pace of time, 

" The plafter fhould be prepared by (lowly 
melting in an iron ladle a fufficient quantity of 
litharge plafter or diachylon, which, if too brittle, 
when cold, to adhere, may be rendered adhefive 
by melting half a drachm of refin with every 
ounce of the plafter; when melted it fhould be 
ftirred till it begins to cool, and then fpread 
thinly upon flips of fmooth porous calico, of a 
convenient length and breadth, by fweeping it 
quickly from the end, held by the left hand of the 
perfon who fpreads it, to the other, held firmly 
by another perfon, with the common elaftic 
fpatula ufed by apothecaries 3 the uneven edges 
muft be taken off, and the pieces cut into flips 3 
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about two inches in breadth, and of a length that 
will, after being pafied round the limb, leave an 
end of about four or five inches. The middle of 
the piece, fo prepared, is to be applied to the 
found part of the limb,oppofite to the inferior part 
of the ulcer, fo that the lower edge of the plafter 
may be placed about an inch below the lower 
edge of the fore, and the ends drawn over the 
ulcer with as much gradual extenfion as the 
patient can well bear ; other flips are to be fecu- 
red in the fame way, each above and in con t aft 
with the other, until the whole furface of the 
fore and the limb are completely covered, at leaft 
one inch below and two or three above the 
difeafed part. 

cc The whole of the leg fhould then be 
equally defended with pieces of foft calico, three 
or four times doubled, and a bandage of the fame, 
about three inches in breadth, and four or five 
yards in length, or rather, as much as will be fuf- 
ficient to fupport the limb from the toes to the 
knee, fhould be applied as fmoothly as can be 
poflibly performed by the furgeon, and with as 
much firmnefs as can be borne by the patient, 
being pafTed firft round the leg, at the ankle joint, 
then as many times round the foot as will cover 
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and fupport every part of it, except the toes, and 
afterwards up the limb till it reaches the knee, 
obferving that each turn of the bandage fbould 
have its lower edge fo placed as to be about an 
inch above the lower edge of the fold next below. 

" If the parts be much inflamed, or the 
difcharges Very profufe, they fhoujd be well 
moiftened, and kept cool with cold fpring water 
poured upon them as often as the heat may indi- 
cate to be neceffary, or, perhaps, at leaft, once 
*very hour. The patient may take what exer- . 
cife he pleafes, and it will be always found that 
an alleviation of his pain and the promotion of 
his cure will follow as its confequence, though 
under other modes of treating the difeafe it ag- 
gravates the pain, and prevents the cure. 

" Thefe means, when it can be made conve- 
nient, fhould be applied foon after rifing in the 
morning, as the legs of perfons affected with this 
difeafe are then found mod - free from tumefac- 
tion, and the advantages will be greater than when 
they are applied to limbs in a fwollen ftate. 
But at whatever time the applications be made, 
or in whatever condition the parts be found* I 
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believe it will always happen, that cures may be 
obtained by thefe means alone, except in one 
Ipecies of the difeafe, which fcldom occurs, but 
that will hereafter be defcribed. The firft appli- 
cation will fometimes occafion pain, which, how- 
ever, fubfides in a fhort time, and is ■ felt lels 
fenfibly at every fucceeding dreffing. The force 
with which the ends are drawn over the limb 
muft then be gradually increafed, and when the 
parts are reftored to their natural ftate of eafe and 
fenfibility, which will foon happen, as much may 
be applied as the calico will bear, or the furgeon 
can exert; efpecially if the limb be in that 
enlarged and incompreflible ftate which has been 
denominated the fcorbutic, or if the edges of the 
wound be widelyJeparated from each other." 

The author next obferves, on a circumftance, 
which, with me, I own, has proved very trouble- 
fome, namely, the breaking of the fkin in the 
vicinity of the fores; owing partly to the me- 
chanical effeft of the adhefive flips, and partly to 
the irritating quality of the plafter. He con- 
fiders thefe fores of confequence only when lying 
over the tendon Achilles, in which fituation they 
fometimes require <c the care of many weeks," . 
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and to guard againft which, he recommends the 
intervention of a fmall fhred of foft leather before 
the flip of plafter is applied, 

" It may be neceflary to add," continues 
Mr. B. " that cures will be generally obtained 
without difficulty, by the mere application of the 
flips and bandage •> but when the parts afe much 
inflamed, and the' fecretions great, or the feafon 
Lot, the frequent application of cold water will be 
found a valuable auxiliary, and may be always 
fafely had recourfe to where the heat of the parts 
is greater than is natural, and the body free from 
perfpiration." 

I cannot help obferving, on the auxiliary re- 
medy here fuggefted, that I conceive it to be one 
of almoft equal importance with the principal. — 
Having been long in the habit of directing 
lotions of various kinds to be applied through the 
bandage, I can bear teftimony to the benefits 
arifing from that pra&ice in the common treat- 
ment of ulcerated legs, and I have no doubt the 
principal agents in thefe cafes were cold and 
moifture, both which are as capable of being af- 
forded by water alone, as by the addition to it of 
medicinal ingredients. 
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With regard to the bandage, in chufing the 
materials for which, 1 have, without knowing 
Mr. Baynton's opinion, happened exactly to co- 
incide with him, I fhall only obferve, that I have 
found myfelf more at liberty to accommodate the 
life of the flips to the feelings of the patient 
(which are generally very much excited on their 
firft application) by a nine-tailed bandage, at the 
fame time applying to the fore as much dry lint 
as is neceffary to abforb the difcharge, and, in 
fome cafes, an elaftic flannel bandage over all. 

As I fhall conclude thefe remarks with an 
opinion fomewhat different from Mr. Baynton's* 
as to the modus operandi of his invention, and 
alfo as a juft knowledge of irs principles may tend 
to imprefs the minds of pra&itioners in general 
with an adequate idea of its real importance, J 
fhall here give the author's theory^ as ftat^d 
by himfelf : — 

<c Various opinions," fays he> * concerning its; 
mode of operation have been fuggefted by dif- 
ferent learned and ingenious men, fince the pub- 
lication of the former edition of this treatife; but 
as none have come to my knowledge more fatis- 
faftory than thofe I have adopted* I fhall attempt 
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to explain them in this place. To do Tq, even in 
the limited way I mean to allow myfelf, it will be 
neceflary to take a view of the operations of na-> 
ture in her endeavours to accomplifh cures where 
parts have been merely divided. And alfo where 
loss of substance having been experienced, the edges 
of the divided parts have been kept afunder a fuf- 
ficient lengdi of time to occafion their death 
from defeft of circulation. In the former cafe, 
where parts have been merely divided, re-union 
is accomplifhed, either by the effufed fluids ac- 
quiring vafcularity, or (if the parts be brought 
into contaft) by the inofculation of the old vef- 
fels. In the latter inttances, that is, where lofs of 
fubftance has happened, and where the death of 
the edges and furfaces of the divided parts has 
occurred, the firft ftep muft be the removal of 
thofe dead parts, which is eflfefted by an abforp- 
tion of the extremities of the found parts in con- 
taft with them, and, perhaps, fome portion of 
thofe dead parts alfo ; this conftitutes the ul- 
cerative procefs, and is attended with purulent 
difcharge. The living parts being thus freed 
from their incumbrances, the next action to be 
performed is the fecretion of healthy matter, or 
pus, which is alfo a preliminary aft to the forma- 
tion of granulations, and proves their rudiment, 
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as the formation of granulations is theadt which 
precedes the procefs of flrinning. Thefe adtions 
are generally performed without difficulty in a 
healthy ftate of the conftitution and of the parts. 
But where the conftitution is fo difeafed by a 
poifon as to occafion difeafed adtions in the parts, 
or where the parts themfelves have their healthy 
aftions difturbed by the irritation of foreign 
bodies, or poifons, the ulcerative procefs is con- 
tinued. In like manner, when ulcers on the legs 
of the poor are negledted in their early ftages, 
the ulcerative procefs becomes habitual* and is 
generally continued to the end of their lives* — 
The firft mistake committed by fuch perfons is 
their omitting to fppport the parts with proper 
bandages ; the next, the disturbance of the pro*. 
cefe of granulating, by too frequently wiping 
away the matter defigned to furnifh granulations, 
or the application of injurious fubftances in lieu 
of that mild material; the confequence of fuch 
omiflion and improper interference is again the 
death of the furface of the fores, again the necef- 
fity of their removal by abforption, and again the 
renewal of that procefs whereby pus is furniftied 
for the production of granulations. This round 
of actions, performed by parts fituated at a di£ 
tance from the heart, and deftined to return 
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fluids through long tubes, in a direftion con- 
trary to their gravity, and depending, perhaps, 
upon the healthy performance of all their aftions, 
for the healthy performance of each individual 
aftion is generally attended with inflammation, 
and as its cqnfequence, the parts are fupplied 
with a larger quantity of blood than was fur- 
nilhed in .a ftate of health ; this, under the pe- 
culiar circiimftances of the arteries, will occafion 
a greater depofition of lymph between the inter- 
ftices of the mufcles and the cells of the cellular 
membrane than is neceffary for their lubrica- 
tion, or than the abforbents can carry away; 
which, gradually increafing, will remove the ab- 
forbents from their vicinity to the arteries, and, 
confequently, occafion a lofs to them of the effe6t 
of arterial impulfe, which, while the vafcular 
fyftemof the limb continues in a perfeft ftate, may 
be fuppofed to have confiderable effeft in propel- 
ling the returning lymph, as the lymphatic vef- 
fels are plentifully fupplied with valves; there- 
fore 1 conclude, that the principal difficulty 
which occurred in the curing of ulcers, has been 
occafioned by deficiency of power in the ab- 
lorbent veflels ; and it appears certain, that fuch 
deficiency of power is a confequence of that 
difeafed ftate of the common integuments of the 
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limb, which failed to preferve the parts in a natural 
fituation, and to render them fvbfervient to each 
other's natural adtibns. The methods which have 
proved moft fuccefsfol in the treatment of this 
difeafe appear to ftrengthen this conjedhire, as 
well as the circumftance of cures having been 
found difficult to obtain, in proportion to the 
. length of the continuance of the complaint, and 
the confequent difeafe of the inveloping mem- 
branes. This difficulty has been always in- 
creafed by perpendicular, and other pofitions un- 
favourable to the tranfmiffion of fluids: and 
thofe cafes have always proved the moft difficult 
to cure which have afforded the ftrongeft evi- 
dence of the abforbent fyftem being in a difeafed 
and weakened condition, namely, thofe attended 
with an incompreffible and greatly thickened 
ftate of the limb, in confequence of interftitial 
depofition ; and thofe attended with a varicofe 
ftate of the veins : whereas, on the contrary, 
tfoofe having generally proved eafieft to cure 
which, being recent, and remaining free from 
tumefaction, have afforded a probability of the 
healthy ftate of that fyftem of vefTels. If this 
theory of the difeafe, and of the efFefts of its re- 
medy, be admitted, we (hall be no longer at a 
lofs to account for the fuccefs which attends an 
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application of thefe means ; whether applied to 
recent ulcers, where parts are merely retra&ed, 
and where it is only neceffary to bring them into 
contaft to obtain cures by inofculation, which is 
the moll defirable event, as it faves time, and 
enables us to arm the part with its original 
fhield ; or, whether lofs of fubftance has been 
fuftained, and the edges and furfaces of the ulcers 
have been kept fo long afundcr as to occafion 
their death, and at length the habitual repetition 
of the ulcerative procefs ; or, whether cures have 
been prevented by the ina&ivity of the ab- 
forbents, as happens to the ulcers of aged people, 
attended with thickened edges, 

" In recent ulcers, it forms an uniting ban- 
dage, which enables us immediately to approx- 
imate retrafted p^rts, and affords a temporary 
fubftitute for the healthy integuments, not liable 
to the inconveniencies incident to thofe when 
weakened by a long continued courfe of difeafe. 
When it is applied fo as to afford fupport to the 
whole of the difcafed limb, perfons may walk 
great diftances, or even indulge in irregularities, 
without obftrufting their cures, as it fubjedts 
every part to the effe&s of the natural a&ions of 
the contiguous parts, and afiifts effentially the in- 
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dividual a&ions of each part concerned in the 
bufinefs of repair; and whether flough is to be 
removed, pus to be fecreted, granulations to be 
formed, or fkin to be re-produced, it happens 
that each of thefe a&ions commences and pro- 
ceeds in the natural order of their fucceflion, 
whether the difeafe be recent, or in that ftate of 
habitual ulceration which has been termed the 
irritable; or whether, after long continuance, 
and the expenditure of the powers of the parts, it 
has fallen into a ftate of ina&ivity, and acquired 
the chara&eriftic of deficient abforption, the 
callous edge." 

My objection to thetheory here produced is, 
that it does not appear to me to correlpond with 
the pra&ice; nor do I fee, admitting the difeafe 
to arife from a " deficiency of power in the ab- 
forbent veflels," how the drawing of the fkin, by 
mechanical means, from the circumference 
towards the centre of an ulcer, can at all contri- 
bute to reftore their fundtions. Neither, indeed, 
does it appear to me to have been explained 
by Mr. Baynton, how, by the ufe of his method, 
that cc difeafed ftate of the common integuments 
of the limb," from which the defective abforp- 
tion arifes, can admit of a remedy in the way he 
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fuppofes. Let it be obferved, that I am not 
queftioning the fa6t, but the explanation of it, 
which, I muft fay, I think is by no means 
competent. 

With fubmiffion to the opinions of the au- 
thor and of thofe by whofe communications he 
has profited, I will venture the following loofe 
conjedfcures on this fubjeft. — *I believe with Mr. 
B. that the chief feat of an ulcer is the common 
integuments, which, being compofed of foft and 
yielding materials in a healthy ftate, are affe&ed 
by every motion of the limb. The means mod 
conducive to the cure of an ulcer, after the old 
pra&ice, it is well known have been thofe which, 
premifmg certain applications to the furface, 
have moft completely prevented motion in the ul- 
cerated part. I do not mean progreffive, but 
relative, motion ; not motion as it relates to the 
leg, but to the ulcer upon it, and to every part 
direftly connefted with its furface. 

Whatever be the procefe by which nature 
reftores to health thofe parts which have been 
ulcerated, it is evident fee requires a fufpenfion 
of all aftive exertion, before her efforts to per- 
form it can be fuccefbful. She does not, indeed, 
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require that the whole machine Ihould ceafe to 
aft becaufe an inconfiderable part of it has been 
impaired, but fhe certainly requires, that, inftead 
of being put upon the ftretch by the accuftomed 
motions of the body, the injured parts, namely, 
the fkin and common integuments, fhould be 
left at leifure for her operations. It is only the 
want of this ftate of reft that caufes a flight 
fcratch to become a confiderable ulcer* for if 
the patient's condition in life allow him to avoid 
walking, no artificial treatment is neceffary to 
obtain a cure. If the motion of the body, pro- 
ducing an injurious attrition of the parts of an 
ulcer, were not the principal caufe of its exten- 
fion, why have we ulcers of a particular chara&er 
on the legs ? 

<c The round of a&ions," fo well defcribed by 
Mr. B. may, I apprehend, be fufficiently ac- 
counted for by the conftant interruption which 
the natural cure of an ulcer experiences by the 
exertion of the limb in walking; allowing fome- 
thing, however, for a long and daily repetition of 
thefe exertions, which, at length, bring the parts 
into a ftate far different from that in which they 
were when the ulcer commenced. 
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It is this ftate which requires the application 
of medicinal remedies, but moft of all, rest 5 and 
it appears to me, that, without going out of our 
way to inveftigate the difeafed habits of an ul- 
cerated part, we may account for the fuccefs of 
Mr. B.'s method, by confidering it as the means of 
rest to those parts which most essentially require it, 
whilft it leaves at liberty thofe which rather pro- 
mote than retard the cure by being exercifed. 

When the fkin is drawn in, and, as it were, 
pursed up, from the circumference towards the 
centre, and this pofture no lefs fecured by flips of 
plafter than by an external bandage which pre- 
vents their giving way, its relaxed ftate muft be 
preferved, in fpite of the exertions of the limb in 
progreflive motion ; and I am difpofed to attri- 
bute to this (imple circumftance, rather than to 
the more elaborate principles defcribed by Mr. 
B. the beneficial confequences which, undoubt- 
edly, have refulted, in many inftances, from his 
plan of treatment. 

Who will fay, however, that medicinal ap- 
plications, correfponding to the particular afpeft 
of the feveral parts of an ulcer, are not material ? 
I confefs I think they are, and that, as well as in 
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thofe inftances where the flips of plafter alone 
are inefficient, they will, in many others, prove a 
very important auxiliary j and I am alfo fully fa- 
tisfied, without any difparagement to Mr. B/s 
difcovery, to which I readily allow all the merit 
it deferves, that the ufe of the dry powders, re- 
commended by Mr. Home, and of a nine-tailed 
bandage, already hinted at in Mr. Sandford's 
letter, are methods worthy of adoption; at leaft, 
where the mechanical tradtion of the fkin towards 
the centre of the ulcer happens to be inadequate* 
or flow in producing the defired effeft. 

As a fubjed of this importance cannot be tocy 
ftri&ly inveftigated, I fhall not fail to pay farther 
attention to it ; and fhall mod willingly, if future 
experience lead me to embrace the whole of Mr. 
B.'s opinions, retradt any thing I have ventured 
to urge in oppofition to them. 
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THE END. 
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